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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



These simple Lectures were written some 
years ago, expressly for the instruction of a 
retired village in Gloucestershire. They are 
now offered to the public, in the hope that 
they may be of some little benefit in a wider 
sphere. 
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LECTURE I. 

INT^RODUCTION. 

I HOPE all who are here present have a know- 
ledge of the Church Catechism ; indeed, I he- 
lieve most parents make it a rule, and think it 
their duty, to have their children taught at least 
some part of it. When a child is christened, 
of course it is too young to answer for itself, 
and to make those promises which the minister 
very properly requires, before he receives the 
child as a member of the Church of Christ. 
The god&thers and godmothers, therefore, in 
a very solemn manner, make these promises 
for die child until it becomes old enough to 
answer for itself, viz. ** that it shall believe in 
God, renounce the devil and all his wicked 
works, and obediently keep God*% VtfiV^ Ni^'«s^^ 
commandments, and vraik m xJcv^ «axsv^ "^ '^'^^ 
days of its lite.'' 
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Now, if you consider the meaning of these 
promises, and how serious they are, I am sure 
you will agree with me in thinking that those 
godfathers and godmothers act very wrongly, 
who make such solemn promises merely be- 
cause it is the custom, or to oblige the child's 
parents, without ever after thinking of the great 
duty they have bound themselves to perform, 
and without striving, as far as they are able, to 
have the child brought up in the knowledge, 
love, and fear of its Creator. Amongst the 
several promises made by the godfathers and 
godmothers, that one, of having the child taught 
(as soon as it is able to learn) the Lord's Prayer, 
the Belief, and the Ten Commandments, ought 
to be particularly attended to. The Lord's 
Prayer was expressly ordained by our Saviour 
Jesus Christ to be our constant and daily prayer. 
The Belief comprehends all we believe relating 
to our religion. The Ten Commandments were 
given many years ago by the great God, who 
ordered a holy man, called Moses, to write 
them down ; he was so virtuous, that God loved 
him tenderly, and chose him, above all other 
men, to teach his people (the Israelites) their 
duty. Thus, Moses wrote the Ten Command* 
menta by the express desire of God,\vo^\a^x!ti»x 
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they would contribute to make every one better, 
and of course happier. 

And now that I have told you who wrote 
these commandments, and how happy you will 
be if you attend to them, my next wish is to 
make you understand them thoroughly, so that 
you may see yourselves how excellent they are, 
and how likely to make you happy, even in 
this world, if you will but keep them. I will 
for this purpose explain each commandment to 
you separately, and as I hope to make you 
understand them, so I feel almost sure you will 
afterwards see the necessity of keeping them 
all the days of your life ; for when once you 
know and understand these commandments, 
you will be fully acquainted with your duty to 
God and man. But, before I explain them to 
you at length, T must tell you, that it is not 
merely being able to repeat the command- 
ments by rote that will teach you your duty, 
or improve your conduct through life ; but you 
must consider their meaning, you must remem- 
ber they were given by God Himself, who 
solemnly declares, that those who keep his 
commandments will be blessed fet cs^t -as^ 
children of God, and tbat \V\o^e ^Vo we^^^"^ 
them, and persevere m 'wicke^tv^^'^'* 'vvX 
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treated according to their works, as childrer 
of that destroyer of all human happiness — the 
devil. 



LECTURE II. 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. 

Thou shalt have none other gods but me. 

I DARE say you all very well know that there 
is a great God in heaven; but do you evei 
think of what this great God has done foi 
you, and what blessings He is giving you every 
day ? I beg you will remember that Grod is 
your Creator ; that is to say, He made you \ 
that He also made every human being, every 
relative or friend, that you have to assist you 
or make you happy. This kind God, whc 
made all the world, and every thing in it, has 
given each of his creatures some blessii^ to 
make life comfortable ; perhaps He has given 
you health, or if not health, perhaps kind re- 
lations, or a comfortable home, or plenty oi 
food ; for be sure that every thing comes fron 
God; without his gracious help you can dc 
nothing ; He feeds you, He clothes you ; if yoo 
are good. He will bless 'you, Wl VJ '^oxi w 
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wicked, He will punish you as you deserve. 
Do not you feel very grateful to your great 
and kind Maker, who has given you every 
thing you possess, even your life ! I am sure 
you must own that you ought to try to please 
God in every way, as far as you are ahle : 
now, of course, you cannot show your grati- 
tude better than by striving earnestly to keep 
all his holy commandments, which He made 
for your good. 

The first of these commandments is this : 
" Thou shalt hai^e none other gods but me :" 
it is a very short sentence, and easily learnt by 
heart ; but you must consider well its meaning, 
which is, that you must never forget that there 
is but one God, the Maker of all things, in 
whose presence you always are, who knoweth 
all things, whatever you do, say, or think. 
God's eye is always upon you, whether you are 
awake, or whether you are asleep ; no artifice 
can escape his justice, no darkness can conceal 
you firom his all-seeing eye. You must ever 
bear in mind that this gracious God, the Creator 
of all things, conducts the whole world witk 
unerring wisdom ; you mu^t aQ^o^\"ei^"^ ^^'^^ 
happiness in being at a\\ t\rcve^ wwSksr ^^^ ^^'^" 
tection of so wise and gooOi a.^asX««'»^'^^^^'* 
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presence, and under whose eye we live, whose 
constant care is the happiness of his creatures, 
and without whose permission no power can 
injure us, no evil approach us. But, although 
the Almighty is thus good to all, He is also a 
just God ; and in order to make our peace 
with Him, and obtain his future blessings, we 
must be grateful for those already received, 
and we must show that gratitude by a constant 
obedience to his divine will, ever remembering 
this his great command: **Thou shalt have 
none other gods but me ;" which sacred com- 
mand you most assuredly break, if you ever 
allow either your business or pleasure to inter- 
fere with your duty to God ; if He is not ever 
uppermost in your thoughts ; in short, if your 
first and great wish is not to pleaise that God, 
who is the Author and Giver of all things, 
whose mercies are over all his works, and who 
never will forsake those who try to act accord- 
ing to his laws. 



LECTURE III. 

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 

Hiou shalt not make to thyself any graven 
image, nor the likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or 
in the water under the earth. Thou shalt 
not bow down to them, nor worship them : for 
I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, and 
visit the sins of the fathers wpon the children, 
unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me, and shew mercy unto thousands 
in them that love me, and keep my command^ 
ments, 

I DO not know whether you have ever read 
that part of the Bihle called the Old Testa- 
ment, hut if you have, you must rememher to 
have read that a great many years ago, there 
lived a very good and religious man called 
Abraham; he was so attentive to all God's 
laws, and kept all his commandments so faith- 
fully, that the great God condescended to call 
him his friend, and loved him so much, that 
He promised him always to \ak& <i»:t^ ^sSI'^'kjs. 
children, grandchildTeti, acA «XV xSao^ >io.^v.^i»ssx^ 
from his family. TViua, «LCftot«x»% ^^ ^"^ 
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promise, Abraham's family grew in time to be 
a great nation. God blessed them for Abra- 
ham's sake, and gave them all they could wish 
for. But these people became very ungrateful, 
and, forgetting all God's goodness to them, 
contrary to his order, they kept company with 
some ignorant and wicked people, who per- 
suaded them not to believe in the only true 
and great God, but to pray to idols of their 
own making. This wicked deed was punished as 
it deserved, for though the all-merciful God 
forgave them very often^ yet they at last be- 
came so wicked, that their forgiving Creator 
was obliged to forsake them ; since which time 
they have been as wretched as those forsaken 
by God must ever be. 

Now if you read the second commandment 
with attention, you will see it is particularly 
made to warn us against behaving like these 
wicked people. It is true you know better 
than to worship any idol or image of your own 
making, as the most ignorant of you have been 
taught that there is but one God, to whom we 
are to pray ; but there are many other ways of 
forsaking your great Creator, which are quite 
as wicked, and more so in t\\e e^ea o^ Oo^^ «& 
^e knows poor people are now w\\M^\i«XV«a^ 
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taught than they used to be, and ought there- 
fore to lead much better lives. Are you sure 
that you have not some idol, some favourite 
pursuit which takes up more of your thoughts 
and time than is consistent with your duty to 
God ? Do you ever neglect attending God's 
Church upon trifling excuses ? Do you ever 
think of pleasing any one more than the 
Almighty, your Creator ? If ever you neglect 
your duty in any one of these points, be assured 
you do not love Him as you should. God 
declares in the second commandment that He is 
*' a jealous God ;" the meaning of which is, that 
in return for the numberless blessings He is 
daily bestowing on you, He requires that you 
should love and fear Him above all things; 
that you should always act from a wish to be 
obedient to Him^ to whom obedience is due. 
To God you owe every thing; surely, then, 
your first thought and constant endeavour ought 
to be to please Him. And now let us consider 
the words of the Almighty expressed in the 
end of this commandment : ** I will visit the 
sins of the fathers upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that l\&<5^ 
me." This sentence leWs "^ow ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 
abhors sin, that the just l^\xx\v^xci««w^.^^'^'«^^ 
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with it will last for several generations. Finally, 
to encourage you to virtue, He declares that 
He will " show mercy unto thousands in them 
that love Him, and keep his commandments." 
But before I conclude this lecture, I wish to 
put you in mind that the rewards and punish- 
ments for our good or bad actions will not end 
with this life. The Gospel teaches us, that 
afler death the souls of all men, both good and 
bad, will rise again to be rewarded according 
to their works ; no doubt you have often heard 
of this great truth, but let me entreat you to 
consider that what is declared in the Gospel 
shall surely come to pass: live not then as 
though your life ended in this world, but think 
sometimes of these solemn words taken out of 
the Bible. " The hour will come when all that 
are in the grave shall hear his voice and shall 
come forth, when God Almighty will bring 
every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be 
evil." Think what may be your lot on that 
i great day (called the Day of Judgment) ; re- 

;} member as you have lived here, so will you 

j hereafter be rewarded ; and remember that 

i whatever your sentence may then be, it will 

NEVER he changed^ but last Cox evex atv<\. eset. 
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Let me then entreat you to live from henceforth 
like those who have their hope in another life : 
like true servants of God, who look upon 
themselves as only passengers through this 
world of trials, ever striving to belong to that 
which is to come ; and God Almighty grant 
that your hearts may be fixed where true joys 
are to be found, that you* may so pass through 
things temporal, as finally not to lose the 
things eternal. 



LECTURE IV. 

THE THIBD COMMANDMENT. 

Thou shah not take the Name of the Lord thy 
God in vain : for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his Name in vain. 

This is a commandment which I hope and trust 
very few women ever break; men, I am 
shocked to say, make nothing of oflen taking 
God*s name in vain in a most wicked and 
dreadful way; -and, what is still worse, the 
habit becomes so strong, that they soon treat 
the name of the Almighty with as little re^i^oAt 
as they would their oviii ivkov^. 'How^^ '^^^ 
have thus got into so shocVvci^ ^ Vs&^xA^'^'^^ 
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entreat you to consider well the words of the 
third commandment. First, remember that it 
is one of the solemn commandments made by 
God Himself, and remember what will be the 
consequences if you disobey his sacred laws* 
*' Thou shaltnot take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain." Stop here for a moment, and 
think what it is the Lord thy God commands 
thee not to do : He commands thee not to take 
his great name in vain; that is, not to pro- 
nounce it upon every trifling occasion, not to 
profane the most sacred and awful name of 
God by using it irreverently and lightly. 

I do not here say only that you are to keep 
from blasphemous swearing and cursing. I 
hope none of you are wicked enough to use 
such dreadful language to your fellow-creatures ; 
but I mean to tell you likewise that you are 
breaking the third commandment whenever 
you pronounce the name of God except in 
prayer, in religious conversation, or when 
called upon by a magistrate to take a solemn 
oath. At such times, though you pronounct 
God's holy name, you do not take it in vain ; 
on the contrary, an oath then becomes a verr 
sacred and awful act, as you call Grod ^ 
witness that what you say is true, and i\ 
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you are certain of his just anger if you swear 
falsely. But though there are times when it 
is highly proper to take a solemn oath, though 
God Almighty even permits his sacred name 
to be used upon some occasions, yet, remember. 
He will never permit it to be used in vain, or 
with disrespect ; for the commandment saith, 
'' God will not hold him guiltless who taketh 
his name in vain :'' this means, that God will 
not think such a person free from guilt or sin ; 
He will consider him wicked, and of course 
punish him accordingly. How dreadful must 
be the state of those whom God will not hold 
guiltless! Let me then once more entreat 
those of my hearers who have been so un- 
fortunate as to gain the shocking habit of taking 
God*s name in vain, to lay a restraint upon 
their tongues, and by the closest attention to 
their words, to prevent his sacred name from 
escaping out of their mouths on light and im- 
proper occasions. 

And here I must warn you against a vice, 
which, more than any other, inclines men to 
break the third commandment, and take the 
name of their God in vain. I mean, the vice of 
drinking. This part of my discoMX^^ \sc<is^. \sfc 
addressed particularly to xSaa Tiv«Ci% N. ^x>m^«««^ 
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woman is so disgraceful a character, and an 
object so horrid to behold, that I trust there are 
none here, to whom advice on this point is 
necessary. It is indeed shocking to behold 
the effect of overdrinking upon a man : the 
noblest and first of human creatures becomes 
a mere beast, without sense, reason, or strength ; 
he knows not what he says, and utters words 
his soul would abhor were he in a more sober 
state. It is at such times as these, I fear, the 
name of God is too often taken in vain, 
wickedly, shockingly profaned ; and do you 
think, my poor friends, the Lord will not take 
account of such words? Do you think the 
Lord will hold that man guiltless, who so 
openly breaks his commandment, who is wasting 
his substance at an alehouse, bringing want and 
ruin on his family, and shame on himself for 
ever? No; sooner or later such an offender 
will meet with his due and heavy punishment. 
The swearing and cursing of the drunkard, his 
blasphemous and wicked words, will be heard 
by his offended Creator and Judge, who de- 
clares, solemnly declares, " that He will not 
hold him guiltless who taketh the name of his 
God in vain." Let this, therefore, be a warn- 
jng^ to you all " to Bee from the wtaxYv lo cotnaj* 
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to avoid all bad words and evil speaking, and 
to live soberly, righteously, and quietly in this 
present world, looking forward to the hope, the 
blessed hope of everlasting happiness in the 
life to come. 



LEOTUEE V. 

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT. 

Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath-day, 
Six days shalt thou labour, and do all that 
thou hast to do ; but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God, In it thou 
shalt do no manner of work, thou, and thy 
son, and thy daughter, thy manservant, and 
thy maid-servant, thy cattle, and the stranger 
that is within thy gates. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh 
day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh 
day, and hallowed it, 

God Almighty has proclaimed this sacred 
commandment so very plainly, and with so 
much exactness, that it is impossible you 
should ever break it tVitou^ \^at«KvQ,^ \ \».- 
deed I am sure every one Vltvon*^ vA^aX.^^-^^ ^^ 

c 'a 
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keep the Sabbath day holy, but I am afraid 
there are many who neglect to do so, nay, 
some who wholly disregard the Lord's day. 
Now as I am willing to think that most of 
these act thus wickedly from thoughtlessness, 
and not from any open defiance of God*s sacred 
law, I will explain to you for what purpose 
the fourth commandment was written, and then 
I hope you will see the necessity of keeping it. 
A great many years ago, the world, and all yon 
now see around you, was not made; there 
were no heavens, no earth, no animals ; man 
was not even in being ; God Almighty alone 
existed, the great Creator of all things I He 
gave the word, and the world, and all things 
therein, were created ; the heavens, earth, 
trees, plants, flowers, beasts, birds, fishes, in 
short, every comfort mankind now enjoys. 
Such is the power of the great God, that in 
five days only He created the whole world ; on 
the sixth day He made man, and on the seventh 
day God rested, and blessed and hallowed the 
seventh day, since which time one day in sevf 
has always been considered as a day of 7 
and prayer by all good people. God, 
knoweth and pitieth our firail nature, knew 
rest was necessary for our bodies, ^ind ye\ 
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for our souls ; accordingly He has, ever since 
the creation of the world, ordained that one 
day in seven should be kept sacred for this 
purpose. 

Before the birth of our Saviour, the. fourth 
commandment was strictly obeyed by all good 
Jews ; when Jesus Christ (God's own Son) 
came down from heaven to instruct sinners in 
their duty, and to die for their sins, all those 
who believed in Christ, and followed his holy 
precepts, were called Christians ; and surely 
among Christians the Lord's day ought to be 
religiously kept. Yet, I fear there are too 
many who call themselves Christians, who act 
very differently from what the Christian re- 
ligion enjoins. 

God Almighty, the wise and supreme Ruler 
of all things, hath ordained, that we, his crea- 
tures, should labour according to our stations 
in life for six days following, but on the seventh 
day, which is the Sabbath of the Lord our God, 
man and beast are both to rest. Even the 
poor beast is in this commandment kindly re- 
membered by his gracious Maker : he is given 
to assist us in our labour, and add to o\w <twsx- 
fort ; but he is to teal itom \\\% vS^^ wv n^snr; 
Sabbath day, and those nAio y>^^«vx ^xiv^*^^ 
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to any kind of work on that day certainly break 
the fourth commandment. 

God also declares that on Sunday you, and 
your whole house, ** shall do no manner of 
work." Think how miserable would be the lot 
of some poor people if they had not the comfort 
of Sunday to look forward to. On that blessed 
day all shops are shut up : the poor labourer 
lays by his tools, he feels the comfort of being 
clean and tidy, and is able to spend the day 
among his family and friends. Many who work 
in mines under ground, would never see the 
cheering light of the sun were it not for Sun- 
day ; but, what is worse, many would have 
little or no time to think upon their Maker, or 
to hear his holy word explained. On Sunday, 
every church in this happy country is opened 
for the reception of all who wish to learn their 
duty to God and man ; in these sacred houses 
the high and low, rich and poor, assemble to 
return thanks for their various blessings, to 
beg forgiveness for past offences, and to pray 
for God's assistance in future. Let no trifling 
excuse ever prevent you from constantly at- 
tending church : nothing but sickness, or very 
urgent necessity, ought to iuterfere with this 
luty. And here \el me c^lvsSaow ^wx 
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against behaving disrespectfully while in God's 
house (the church). When you enter, re- 
member where you are, and behave during the 
whole of the service as becomes the true ser- 
vants of Him whom you are assembled to 
worship. Let those who can read follow the 
Minister, and at the proper time join in the 
responses ; and let those who have not had the 
advantage of learning to read listen with at- 
tention to every part of the service, and silently 
join in each prayer ; think not because you are 
poor and ignorant your prayers will not be ac- 
ceptable to your Maker. God Almighty is no 
respecter of persons ; He regardeth not the 
rich more than the poor, for they are all alike 
the work of his hands, and therefore all alike 
the objects of his heavenly care. Offer up 
your prayers with an upright heart, and humble 
mind, and rest assured they will be received ; 
but remember that if, while you draw nigh unto 
your Lord with your mouth, and honour Him 
with your lips, your heart is far from Him, 
assuredly then you will worship Him in vain. 
After church, let the remainder of the day be 
spent either in hearing or reading some good 
book, in doing kind officer Xo oiOev^t^^ "ksA \s^ 
cheerful, though harraVes^ cowsex^aJivs^ ^\^ 
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your family and friends ; of course all riot and 
loud noise is highly improper on the Lord's 
day. I have heard of some poor men wasting 
part of their weekly profits at an alehouse on 
the evening of this sacred day; surely you 
must be aware that such conduct is highly 
wicked at all times, but doubly so on the Sab- 
bath. You that have children, let me advise 
you to employ the leisure of the Lord's day in 
instructing them in their duty ; if you are so 
fortunate as to live in a village where they 
may have the benefit of attending a Sunday- 
school, be thankful for this advantage, and fail 
not to send them regularly. If you have been 
instructed yourself, and are able to read your 
Bible, never omit doing so on the Lord's day, 
for remember that in that holy book is con- 
tained the word of God, and that it is by his 
word that He desires to make you happy, and 
bring you to everlasting life. 

Thus I have tried to explain to you what 
it is to keep the Sabbath day holy : those who 
do so, must add greatly to their own happinea 
even in this world ; yet, strange to say, man} 
too shamefully neglect to keep this sacre^ 
commandment. O, you that go on from we 
to week without entering God*B \\o\'j <^\tt 
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or ever thinking upon these his solemn words, 
** Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath 
day," let me entreat you to consider that the 
consequences of sin must one time or other be 
fatal, if not in this world, most certainly in the 
next. Make it, therefore, your chief and con- 
stant care to be religious, good, and virtuous, 
to render yourselves faithful disciples of Christ, 
children of God, and finally inheritors of ever- 
lasting and eternal glory. 



LECTURE VI. 

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 

Honour thy father and thy mother^ that thy 
days may be long in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee* 

The four first commandments teach us our 
duty to our heavenly Father, our Creator, 
from whom we receive every thing. The fifth 
commandment teaches us our duty to our 
earthly parents : " Honour thy father and thy 
mother." These are the express words of 
God Almighty, one of his sacred commands, 
and ought therefore to be slt\c\\'^ ^\jyew^'t^x»* 
There is a great deal Vvete Ti\e«xi\. Vci '^'^ ^^^^ 
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honour; it means a mixture of love and 
respect, humility and obedience; and it is 
this feeling that God expects every one to feel 
for his parents. Indeed, it seems so natural to 
love, honour, and respect those from whom we 
have received our birth, that I hope and trust 
instances of undutiful children are very rare ; 
for surely those who can be ungrateful towards 
their parents will prove capable of committing 
any action, be it ever so wicked; you, who 
are ever guilty of speaking or acting dis- 
respectfully towards your father and mother, 
think what you owe them, and I am sure you 
will instantly return to your duty. Consider 
how many years of anxiety they have suffered 
for you during your childhood, how much 
trouble and labour was necessary to rear you 
during your infancy ; remember that long after 
your birth you were entirely dependent for life 
and support on the cares of a tender mother, 
or an affectionate father. Nor are those who 
have passed the days of early childhood les9 
indebted to their parents for daily comfort 
to the anxious cares of infancy follows tl 
more difficult task of educating youth, ( 
training them up in the knowledge of thei 
duty to God and man ; think hovi rQ\aet«*w 
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must they feel, who live to see their children 
requite all their former care with ingratitude ; 
who, regardless of their parents' counsel, un- 
mindful of their own happiness, run heedlessly 
on in all the ways of sin. 

There are many passages in the Bible which 
instruct you plainly upon the nature of this 
duty. " A wise son maketh a glad father, but 
a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother." 
" He that honoureth his father shall have joy 
of his own children." " He that curseth father 
and mother, let him die the death." " He that 
forsaketh his father is as a blasphemer." 
These, and many other sentences written in 
the Bible, fully show God's displeasure towards 
undutiful children. But perhaps you will say, 
"All parents are not equally kind to their 
offspring;" indeed, I hardly ever knew an 
insttoce of an unkind parent ; but even sup- 
posing such instances were more frequent, 
still every child must have been indebted more 
or less to his parents for a great deal ; and 
therefore it is his duty to bear their rebukes 
with meekness, to love them above all earthly 
friends, to support, honour, and respect them, 
and to obey them in every thin^ tV\^i\%^<aJv.^^x- 

bidden by God; but, a\)ove^!i\A^^^^'^^'^^^ 
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under afflictions, to nurse them during sickness^ 
and more particularly to render them every 
comfort in their power, when they are weak- 
ened by the infirmities of old age. Here let 
me put you in mind that age ought at all 
times to be respected by youth, but particularly 
so when it is the lot of our own parents, or of 
those who gave birth to our parents. Grand- 
fathers and grandmothers may, through age or 
infirmities, appear sometimes a little cross or 
impatient, but that is no excuse to those 
grandchildren who are wanting in respect to 
them. To honour your father and mother is 
your duty, and ought to be your delight. God 
considers this duty of so much importance, that 
to those who fulfil it conscientiously He pro- 
mises long life and happiness; which sacred 
promise is oflen fulfilled even in this life, but 
most assuredly in the next ; where the dutiful 
child will receive the recompense due to his 
obedience both to his heavenly and earthly 
parents, where he will be blessed by that 
gracious Being whose delight is in the sair 
that are Upon the earth, and in such as exc 
in virtue. 
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LECTURE VII. 

THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 

Thou shalt do no murder. 

To commit murder is to take away the life of 
another on purpose, or without proper autho- 
rity ; for you must remember all killing is not 
murder. The world is so prone to wickedness 
that, I am sorry to say, it is necessary for the 
public welfare that magistrates should punish 
some crimes with death ; indeed, when they 
have sufficient proof of great guilt, it is their 
duty to do so. Nor does God consider that 
person a murderer who has been so unfortunate 
as to kill another by accident. Soldiers also 
who are ordered by their king to the field of 
battle, far from being murderers, are consi- 
dered as valiant defenders of their country: 
there are histories in the Bible where we find 
God Almighty permits war to be made upon 
other nations, when it is necessary for the 
defence of our country. Certainly, those 
kings who begin or continue war when there is 
no just cause for it, do wrong, and will one 
day be accountable to God feit ^o ^cs«\^\ \s«^> 
as soldiers are not 3udg|e» '?Av««v\\.^^^'^P^ 



cs^ 
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wrong to go to war, it is their duty as loyaT 
subjects to obey their king, to follow their 
generals obediently, and to fight with courage 
under their command. Thus, you see, killing 
your enemies in battle is not committii^ 
murder. Self-defence is also permitted by 
our gracious Maker. But in any other case to 
take away the life of another is to commit 
murder ; and God says, in the sixth command- 
ment, " Thou shalt do no murder." I trust, 
my poor friends, that you may never have to 
answer for so shocking a crime ; but do not be 
too confident in your own power to resist sin, 
for however horrid this crime may appear to 
you now, yet, I fear, violent passions, not re- 
strained, have oflen led people to commit so 
daring an offence. You will find written in 
the Bible a shocking instance of this very somi 
after the world was created. Adam was the 
first man whom God made; and a son d 
Adam's was wicked enough to commit / 
murder of the most horrid kind. 

Soon afler Adam and Eve were sent ox 
Paradise for disobeying God's command, 1 
had two sons, called Cain and Abel. ? 
Abel was a much better man than 
*^^re/bre the Lord loved \um raote, \ 



THR SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 27 

ceived his prayers, but rejected those of Cain ; 
this just favour shown to his brother made 
Cain very angry, and instead of striving to 
become a better man, he allowed jealous 
feelings to enter his breast ; instead of begging 
God's pardon, he made impious complaints 
that the Lord loved his brother more than 
himself. Cain at last became so jealous, that 
he began to hate his brother : this alone was a 
very great sin ; but the wicked Cain, far from 
trying to subdue such bad passions, became 
worse and worse, until at last jealousy, hatred, 
and revenge prompted him even to murder his 
own brother, which he did, when he thought 
no one saw him ; but the great God, from 
whom nothing can be hid, immediately called 
him to answer for his horrid crime, and in- 
flicted upon him a most dreadful but just 
punishment. And now, my poor friends, stop 
here a moment, and reflect what it was that 
tempted Cain to commit so horrid a crime : 
possibly some little time before he became his 
brother's murderer, he would have shuddered 
at the very idea ; but he gave way to wicked 
passions, to anger, hatred, and revenge ; and 
it was by indulging such wicked ^^&^<s^^*^wa^ 

he at length became \\»\ito\>\«^^ \ks»^'^'^^'^* 
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The state of a man who has been guilty of 
murder is truly dreadful; even if he escape 
the punishment of the law, he is so haunted 
with remorse and despair, that sometimes he is 
even hurried on to commit violence upon his 
own life ; this kind of murder is called suicide : 
it is a very shocking deed, as it deprives the 
unhappy criminal of all time for repentance, 
and, I fear, all hope of pardon. When self- 
murder is committed in a fit of insanity, the 
all-merciful God no doubt will forgive the 
deed, but otherwise it is a highly culpable act, 
and I hope a very rare one. Now that I have 
shown you some of the mischiefs and horrors 
that may arise from imgovemed passions, let 
me entreat you to take care to subdue in time 
all such dangerous feelings ; take warning from 
the history of Cain to resist sin and the devil. 
The devil is a wicked spirit who rebelled 
against God, and was therefore cast out of 
heaven and sent down to hell, that place of 
endless torment, where all wicked men will 
dwell for ever after their death. The devil ' 
your greatest enemy, an enemy to all mankind 
he knows full well God Almighty has promise^ 
eternal life and happiness to all good people 
and therefore it is his wicked deslte^ «Qd c~ 
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stant aim to make all men as miserable as him- 
self, by enticing them to sin, and thereby pre- 
venting tliem from ever enjoying everlasting 
peace and happiness in heaven. Now it is 
your duty, and ought to be your glory, to 
resist the temptation of the devil ; but as all 
mankind are weak, and prone to sin more or 
less, and as the devil is a very powerful and a 
very bad spirit, we must not think we shall be 
able to resist his wicked temptations without 
divine help from God ; without God's gracious 
assistance we can do nothing, but with it all 
things are possible. Thus, when you feel 
tempted to sin in any way, look up to God for 
assistance, for his divine grace, which you 
must call for by diligent and constant prayer. 
Fail not every morning before you begin your 
labour, to recommend yourself by prayer to 
the care of the Almighty, and return Him 
thanks on your knees every night before you 
lay yourself down to sleep for the blessings of 
that day, humbly beg pardon for the sins of 
that day, and finally pray for his divine grace 
and protection in future ; and remember, if 
you pray for it, God Almighty is at all times 
ready to strengthen eNet'^f o\\a oil '^wx. Xsf^'^ce®* 
Holy Spirit, to perfotm ^o\xt v^V^^ ^^^^ 
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Think how happy we are to be under the care 
of so powerful, yet so kind a Guardian, who 
never forsakes us until we forsake Him, who 
never refuses his grace until we receive it in 
vain. 

" O God, forasmuch as without Thee, we 
are not able to please Thee ; mercifully grant 
that Thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct 
and rule our hearts, that in keeping Thy com- 
mandments we may please Thee, both in word 
and .deed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



LECTURE VIII. 

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery * 

The crime which the seventh commandment 
forbids, is of so horrid a nature, that I can 
hardly make up my mind to talk to you on the 
subject ; yet I am sorry to say it is very neces- 
sary I should do so ; indeed the bad condui 
that I have at times heard of among poo 
people, who call themselves Christians, an< 
who have been taught their duty to God 
greatly shocks me. In my AaSt \ectvue\ 
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plained to you some of the dreadful effects of 
murder ; now I must inform you the effects of 
adultery are much worse 3 for a murderer only 
kills the hody, hut he who commits adultery, 
or C£^uses another person to commit adultery, • 
kills the soul ; for God not only says, " Thou 
shalt not commit adultery," but He also 
solemnly declares in the Bible, that " no adul- 
terer hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God." O you that are yet 
young, and little knowing in the ways of the 
world, consider, I beseech you, the nature and 
the consequences of the crime forbidden in the 
seventh commandment. Perhaps as you are 
now innocent, and have been happily brought 
up by religious parents, you will shudder at 
the idea of ever becoming an adulterer or an 
adulteress ; perhaps you will think it quite 
needless for me to give you advice on the sub- 
ject ; you will say to yourself. Surely / never 
can act so wickedly. God grant you may al- 
ways act as you now think ! But take care 
that you may never be guilty of so fearful a 
crime ; pray to God to strengthen you, and 
avoid all wicked ways that may lead to it. 

There are many o\\\et VvcA^ ^1 \«s^vss>^H 
/iighJy culpable in t\ie e^e^o^^o^s'^^^^^^^^' 
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ever may be the opinion of some men, religion 
teaches you that every seducer commits a great 
crime highly offensive to his Maker. Think, 
then, what will be the fate of him who, under 
colour of tender affection, can possibly se/duce 
a young, thoughtless creature, who, but for 
him, would never have acted amiss, and who, 
by his artful temptations, is brought into guilt 
and wretchedness. I know very well many of 
these wicked wretches fancy a sum of money 
will sufficiently compensate to the unhappy 
woman for the loss of her innocence, her re- 
putation, and happiness ; others think marriage, 
after the wicked deed is done, will be suffi- 
cient in the eyes of both God and man. But 
how greatly do those err who think thus ! Do 
not deceive yourselves ; all deeds of this kind, 
all impure thoughts, words, or actions, are 
hateful in the sight of God ; nor can sinners 
hope to be pardoned for such sins, unless by 
sincere and deep repentance, and through the 
merits and intercession of our Saviour Jesua 
Christ. There is nothing so likely to lead mei 
into crimes of this nature as keeping bad com* 
pany 3 the danger of bad example is well 
known, but seldom sufficiently thought of. 
Many a man, thouch married to ^ VvxVvx 
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woman, and blessed with fine children, has 
been enticed by wicked companions from the 
practice of virtue to the practice of vice, until 
he has made his family miserable and himself 
a wretched sinner. Let not others entice you 
by bad examples; never be afraid of the 
laughter or scorn of the wicked ; know but 
one fear, the fear of doing wrong : always 
strive to act according to the rules of reb'gion, 
and then you will have nothing to fear. This 
is the rule of conduct I recommend to all per- 
sons, but particularly to women ; they are na-> 
turally weaker than men, and ought therefore 
to meet with protection from the stronger sex ; 
but at the same time the woman should be 
particularly watchful over her conduct ; she 
should remember that it is her place to keep 
at home, and attend to her various duties, either 
as a wife, a mother, or a daughter. Young 
girls especially ought to take great care to be- 
have at all times with becoming modesty. 
Every woman ought to make it her pride to be 
modest in her conversation, her manners, and 
in her dress. When the first temptation to be 
bold is not resisted, when a young girl once 
allows herself to be spoken to ^\\3ck ^^^\ws\>s^ 
men, when she omits to Xi^aN^ W^ ^^^»s^ 
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desty that belongs to her sex, when such is the 
case, I tremble for the consequences. I greatly 
fear, by not resisting the first temptation, she 
will be led on by little and little until she is 
brought to guilt, to shame, and to ruin. Mar- 
riage is a sacred rite ordained by God Him* 
self, and therefore permitted by Him for the 
comfort and happiness of his people ; but re- 
member all unlawful love will assuredly bring 
down the wrath of God ; and remember the 
disgrace of guilt ends not with this life. God 
is a just and merciful Judge, He promises par- 
don to true penitents, and sometimes He thinks 
fit to delay the punishment due to sin; but 
afler death there will be no more time for re- 
pentance. Death is awful to all men, but 
dreadful to impenitent sinners; our lives are 
in the hands of God, who gave them, and will 
take them away when it pleaseth Him ; no 
man can tell when that may be ; it may be to- 
morrow, it may be to-day. Since, then, life is 
so uncertain, surely it is fitting that you should 
sometimes consider what will become of yc 
when God sees fit to call you out of this worl 
Prepare yourselves, while yet you have tiir 
to attend the awful summons, by leading f 
Uvea, To the good man death has no ^e^; 
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leaves a world of trials and care» to enjoy an 
everlasting reward in heaven, where the plea- 
sures are so great that they are above our 
thoughts, and above our understandings ; but, 
on the contrary, how dreadful will be the fate 
of the wicked or impenitent sinner ! Like the 
good man, he must also sooner or later die ; he 
will also be laid in his grave, but, like the good 
man, he will also be summoned before his 
heavenly Judge, to give an account of his past 
life. Think, then, how will he feel when he hears 
the sentence due for all his wicked deeds, when 
he is commanded by his heavenly Judge to 
depart into everlasting fire in hell, there to 
dwell for ever and ever among wicked and 
miserable creatures. Oh ! my poor friends, I 
entreat you to consider well these great truths, 
let it be your earnest and constant endeavour 
to live as you will wish to have lived when you 
are called upon to die ; that so, by striving 
diligently to please your God and your Judge, 
you may find mercy at the last day. 
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LECTURE IX. 

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

I AM very anxious you should particularly at- 
tend to what I am going to talk to you about 
in this lecture ; let me beg of you, therefore, 
to listen to it with great attention, — first of all, 
attend to these words of the eighth command- 
ment, "Thou shalt not steal." Now, I am 
afraid it is this commandment more than any 
other that poor people allow themselves to 
break, and yet there is no vice that leads to 
more wickedness and ruin than stealing. To 
steal, strictly speaking, is to take what does 
not belong to you, or what you have no right 
to. The worst kind of stealing is called 
robbery, which is depriving another of his 
property, by violence ; this is a dreadful 
kind of stealing, as the robber is sometimes 
tempted to commit the most daring crimes, 
even murder itself, in order to gain his end, or 
to conceal his robbery. The laws of Ei^land 
are so strict, just, and good, that both the rich 
and poor are able to enjoy their property with- 
in/// much danger of being robbed •, '^eV. \ wro 
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afraid every gaol and prison are full of unfor^ 
tunate wretches who have drawn themselves 
thither by their own lawless and wicked habits 
of robbery, pilfering, and stealing. How 
melancholy a thought it is, that such houses of 
correction should be found necessary in order 
to preserve the lives and property of men ! 
Yet, what a happy thing it is, that such wicked 
practices are restrained by the laws of our 
country ! 

But here I must caution you against a vice, 
which, when indulged by the poor, is very 
likely to tempt them to stea], more or less ; I 
mean idleness. Idleness may justly be said to 
be " the root of all evil ;" you will generally 
find, upon inquiry, that most crimes originated 
from a habit of idleness. It was certainly never 
the intention of our great Maker that we should 
be idle ; on the contrary, He particularly com- 
mands us ** to do our duty in that state of life 
to which He hath called us." He also says in 
the Bible, " If any one will not work, neither 
let him eat." Thus you see it is our duty, as 
well as our interest, to be industrious. Parents, 
in particular, ought to be very careful to bring 
their children up to habits oCitidMaXx^O^^^'^'seJ^^ 
and obedience. Take catfe «iO v.o \.\«vvv ^o\« 
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children that they may be a comfort and a 
credit to you, not a shame and a curse. Though 
poor, you are certainly able to teach them their 
duty to God and man, and this will be an in- 
heritance beyond all treasbre. All parents 
naturally desire to see their children happy; 
now an idle man can never be a happy man, 
and will most likely become, sooner or later, 
very miserable. 

Sometimes you see a man beginning to be 
idle, and to neglect his business; this evil 
habit grows upon him, his time soon hangs 
heavy upon his hands, and he fills it up at the 
public-house. At first he goes only now and 
then, but ere long he is found there almost 
every day ; now drunkenness is added to idle- 
ness ; these two sins soon make him poor, and 
he is then tempted to dishonest means of gain- 
ing money. At first he ventures upon little 
acts of fraud and pilfering ; but he presently 
grows bolder and bolder in wickedness, until 
justice overtakes him, and he is either sent tc 
prison or banished to a far distant countr 
away from all his friends and relations, « 
perhaps he may finally finish his days on t) 
gallows. These, my friends^ are the sad cf 
seqaencea of an early habit of idleue^ 
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dishonesty ; let it then be your endeavour to 
be industrious, and strictly honest in all your 
dealings, always remembering this short but 
plain rule : ** Do unto others as you would they 
should do unto you." 

Some people fancy they do not steal when 
they only pilfer little things of no value to the 
owner ; but I assure you all cheating of any 
kind is stealing more or less : to be perfectly 
honest you must be so in every thing ; if you 
take advantage of a neighbour's ignorance in 
the price of goods, and sell an article dearer 
than the proper price, this is cheating. If you 
are a day-labourer, and loiter away any part 
of the time you are engaged to work, while 
you receive a whole day's wages, and have 
only a right to the half, you then deceive your 
employer, and take more money than is your 
due ; in short, whenever or whatever you steal 
or pilfer, whether it be money, food, clothes, 
or wood, you break the eighth commandment. 
It is true these wicked tricks, and many others, 
may be unseen, or not found out by men, and, 
therefore, may escape the punishment of the 
law ; but remember, that whatever you do, 
say, or think, God*s eye \a ai^^^^ \sj^<5rcv ^^^n 
and that wherever yow «i^, \>c\^x«^ He *v^ ^^'^ 

Y.1 
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Now, in order to assist us in performing oar 
duty, God Almighty hath planted within us a 
certain feeling, which never fails to inform us 
when we do well, and when we do ill ; this 
feeling is called our conscience, and is of great 
use to those who attend to it. I dare say, 
during your life, you have often felt the power 
of conscience upon your conduct; when you 
have done well, have you not felt a certain in- 
ward pleasure — ^an assurance that God will 
reward you for so doing ? on the contrary, when 
you have been tempted to act amiss, have you 
not felt very uneasy and wretched ? It is true 
some people are so hardened in vice, that con- 
science appears to be of very little use to 
them ; they feel it reproves them for their 
wicked courses, and they therefore strive not 
to attend to it ; but, alas ! how miserable must 
such persons be, for though they may strive to 
drown conscience, yet it will speak, and from 
time to time will be heard : besides, those who 
have little or no conscience, are utterly for 
saken by God, and then how dreadful is tV 
case ! there is no blessing so great as an inwi 
peace of mind derived from a good conscien 
** Great peace have they that love thy 
O God." ** There is no peace, aaitVi m^ 
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to the wicked." But, though the power of 
conscience is felt more by some than by others, 
according as it is attended to, yet there is one 
time when conscience will speak in spite of 
every endeavour to resist it : when a man is 
laid on his bed of death. Then, consider how 
poor will all the pleasures of his past life ap- 
pear, particularly those that have been obtained 
by unlawful means. All the horrors of a bad 
conscience will then be felt in full force ; while 
the heavenly feeling of a good conscience will 
amply compensate for all past sorrows, will 
fully reward the dying man for all his past 
endeavours to do his duty. Let it be then your 
iirst wish to obtain such a conscience, such an 
inward peace of mind ; it will add to your 
happiness while in this world, and ensure you 
everlasting bliss in the world to come : ** Keep 
innocency then, and take heed unto the thing 
that is right, for that alone can bring you peace 
at the last." And God Almighty grant that 
his divine peace, which passeth all understand- 
ing, may keep your hearts and minds through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen* 



T£. ^ 
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LECTURE X. 

THE NINTH COMMANDAIENT. 

Thou shall not hear false witness against thy 

neighbour* 

In my last Lecture I told you that the greatest 
blessing you can possess is a good conscience ; 
now next to a good conscience, what is most to 
be desired is a good reputation; every one 
wishes for a good name, and therefore every 
one ought to take care not to injure his neigh- 
bour's. The ninth commandment says, " Thou 
shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh- 
bour." The meaning of the word neighbour 
in the Scriptures is, every fellow-creature ; thus, 
when God commands us not to bear false 
witness against our neighbour, He means we 
are not to say any thing of another that is not 
true. Before a judge pronounces sentence 
upon a criminal, he demands that certai*' 
persons should come forth, and declare ur 
oath that they know the prisoner to be guil 
this declaration is called bearing witness 
their witness be false or untrue, they then b 
the ninth commandment in a most dr 
decree, for to bear false wilivesa aa^ft 
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neighbour in a court of justice is perjury ; 
and horrid and despicable indeed is the characr 
ter of a perjurer. But though few men are 
wicked enough to commit this crime in its full 
extent, yet I fear numbers allow themselves^ 
to commit it in a lesser degree. How many 
there are who make nothing of slandering their 
neighbour, or of injuring his name either 
through malice, envy, or even from though t.- 
lessness ! but let us remember that the slanderer 
of his neighbour is worse than a robber, as he 
thereby robs him of what is more valuable than 
riches ; he robs him of his good name, his re- 
putation. 

It is written in the Bible, " A false witness 
shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh 
lies shall not escape :'* also that " Lying lips 
are an abomination to the Lord, but they that 
deal truly are his delight." Again attend to 
this awful sentence : " All liars shall have their 
portion in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone." Thus you see, my poor friends, 
how hateful any kind of lying is in the eyes of 
God ; never then be tempted to utter an untruth 
on any occasion. 

A liar, till he is i!o\«\^ o\sX.,*v^^^^aNsaf5X^«*a.^ 
chievousof a\\ cTealvvte^\ «eA^Jvx«xV^"v^'vass^ 
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out, he never fails to be hated and despised by 
all who know him ; and what is worse, he runs 
the risk of being finally sentenced by his Judge 
and God to depart into everlasting fire in hell. 
There is a very awful lesson written upon this 
subject in the fifth chapter of Acts, where we 
are told that a man and his wife, named 
Ananias and Sapphira, were wicked enough to 
persist in the same lie, and therefore it pleased 
God to strike them both dead at the moment 
they uttered the lie : this story, like many 
others in the Bible, was written for our in- 
struction, that we may thereby take warning, 
and not follow a multitude to do evil. 

But here I wish to impress on your mind, 
that though all kind of lying is bad, yet it 
becomes doubly wrong when by telling a lie 
we injure others as well as ourselves, for we 
then become slanderers, or false witnesses, and 
God says, " Whoso slandereth his neighbour 
shall be cut off;'* indeed, you should never 
spread ill-natured reports of your neighbour 
you should never even speak ill of him, unlea 
there be some good reason for it, unless justic 
requires it, or unless it is likely to be of ret 
use. He who calls himself a Christian, sho^ 
always behave with Christian cV\ax\V.>j x.o 
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men, he should be slow at hearing ill reports 
of others, he should be just to their merits, 
charitable to their failings, and tender to their 
misfortunes. Some people imagine that because 
they are poor, they cannot be charitable ; but 
that is a great mistake. Charity does not 
consist merely in giving away money; true 
charity is to wish, and to endeavour to do all 
possible good to others : there are many other 
ways of being serviceable to others, besides 
giving away money ; it is often quite as easy 
for a poor man to do a kind action, or speak a 
kind word to a neighbour, as it is for a rich 
man. A cup of cold water given by a chari- 
table hand, is in the eye of Heaven far more 
estimable than the rich offerings of those who 
give of their plenty. At all events, it is in the 
power of every one, either rich or poor, to be 
kindly and charitably inclined to all men, ever 
remembering this great commandment, " Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." A truly 
benevolent heart will be sorry to hurt any body, 
or any thing ; for remember, that not only 
mankind, but every living thing on earth was 
created by God, whose heavy displeasure you 
incur if you are ever cruel to «k«5 ^^ \sv^ 
preatures; they ate a\\ ec\v\^\^ vxxA^x \v\^ '^'^^^ 

\ 
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tection, from the greatest king to the smallest 
insect. 

Cruelty to animals is the sure sign of a hard 
heart and a mean spirit, as some creatures have 
not the power to defend themselves; but be 
assured that their great Creator will not allow 
them to be ill-treated with impmiity ; for 
sooner or later all cruel tormentors will meet 
with their just punishment. There is no virtue 
more recommended in the Gospel than a mild 
and humane temper ; Jesus Christ, our Saviour, 
though the Son of God, was a pattern of meek- 
ness and forbearance to all men : let us then 
humbly strive to follow his blessed example ; 
let us keep a watch upon our own actions, 
words, and thoughts ; but let us be ever 
charitable and candid to those of others. God, 
'* the great searcher of hearts," is alone able to 
judge of the thoughts and actions of men: to 
us weak mortals appearances are oflen deceit- 
ful : we should be therefore doubly careful how 
we pass censare on another's conduct ; whp 
we think wrong may have been done wit! 
good intention, or through ignorance ; inde 
we are all so prone to sin ourselves, that sur 
we have no right to be harsh upon others ' 
tJw contrary, we should bear with iVvevc ^ 
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as we wish them to bear with ours. Do we 
not in our daily prayer to our heavenly Father 
pray, that " He will forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive them that trespass against us ?" 
Be assured, therefore, that *' He shall have 
judgment without mercy, who hath showed no 
mercy:*' while at the great day of judgment 
every good action, and every charitable wish 
will be brought into account, and our mercy 
to others will not then be forgotten. 

God Almighty grant that you may bear no 
ill will to any one, that your chief pleasure may 
be to do good to all around you, and finally, 
that by ever living according to tlie mild pre- 
cepts of the Gospel, you may live, and die, at 
peace with the world, yourself, and your God. 



LECTURE XL 

THE TENTH COMMANDMENT. 

Thou shaltnot covet thy neighbour's house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
servant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, 
iior any thing that is his. 

In this commandment, which is the teY:Ltlv «s\4. 
last, the love of God to xftax^vcAx^'vxJ^'^ xsasa^^ 
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manifest ; for by commanding us not to covet 
any thing, He thereby wishes to prevent us 
from falling into the many sins which covetous- 
ness leads to. To covet is to set our hearts upon 
having what we have no right to, what belongs 
to another, or what he is not willing to part 
with. Now this unjust feeling ought to be 
carefully restrained, as its leads to many sins, 
and to much misery. I do not mean to say 
that all desires are wrong; your heavenly 
Father not only permits some desires, but He 
also graciously invites you to pour out your 
wishes to Him in prayer : but it is God's com- 
mand that you should restrain your desires to 
what is lawful, that you should not covet, or 
eagerly wish for your neighbour's property, 
either his house, his wife, his servants, his 
cattle, or any thing that is his. Covetousness 
not only tempts a man to commit many crimes 
in order to gratify liis greedy desires, but it also 
tempts him to murmur against that Divine 
Providence who is the Author and Giver of all 
things. You all know and must acknowledge 
that every thing you possess comes from Go 
and also that He alone orders your var 
stations in this world : thus, when you are 
contented with your lot, ot suffei ^^ow — 
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to covet that of others, you then certainly 
murmur against your Creator, your God, and 
your Judge. 

Let me advise you to consider how great a 
sin you commit when you presume to repine 
at the dispensations of Providence, instead of 
humbly submitting to his decrees. Keep 
down all improper pride. Pride .is the source 
of much mischief; it makes us think too 
highly of ourselves,, and induces us to scorn 
the advice or instruction of others ; thus we 
become despised by men and forsaken by God ; 
while, on the contrary, an humble mind is 
beloved by men and approved of by God : the 
hundble man, conscious of being unworthy of 
the least of God's mercies, receives them with 
a grateful heart and a contented mind. He 
knows full well how unable man is to judge of 
what is best for him ; God alone knows what 
station in life is most proper for each person. 
He assigns our place, and it is our duty to 
conform to it; it is not riches that create 
happiness ; the poor cottager, whom his Maker 
has appointed to go daily to labour, and to 
eat bread by the sweat of his face, is often 
much happier than the \\c.V\ xwwcv^ ^Vsssfc 
troubles, cares, and temT^taXxoxv^^ 'W^ o*"^ <y5N>x'&fe 
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much more numerous ; for the more you have, 
the more you have to think about, and the 
more you will hereafter have to answer for, 
since God declares that '* unto whom much is 
given, of him shall much be required:" let 
these thoughts cheer the poor man and comfort 
the afflicted. Always be contented with your 
lot, as it is that which is appointed you by a 
wise and just God; be thankful for what you 
have, and make the most of it by honest 
industry : in short, do the best you can under 
all circumstances, but leave the rest to God. 
** Cast all your care on Him who careth for 
you." 

There is no disposition of mind more ne- 
cessary for our present and future happiness 
than faith in God. Faith is a firm belief and 
trust that God is both able and willing to do 
all things for our good ; with this heavenly 
feeling you will never be unhappy; at the 
same time, do not think that merely believ- 
ing in God and his Gospel is sufficient to 
obtain his favour ; you must do your best to 
act up to your faith, or, depend upon it, God 
will not accept it. Let your knowledge of 
God and his laws excite you to obey them in 
every respect. The necessity oi actiiug «k 
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well as believing, is very particularly men- 
tioned in the Bible in these words, — " What 
doth it profit, though a man say he hath faith, 
and have not works? Can faith save him? 
Know, vain man, that faith without good works 
is nothing.'' Since, then, it is plain that he 
alone has true faith who trusts in God, and 
keeps his holy laws or commandments, let us 
ever strive to acquire such a blessed faith, such 
a firm reliance on the will of our heavenly 
Father, who hath graciously said, " I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee." The truly 
religious man, who firmly believes the promises 
of the Gospel, and is conscious that he is 
humbly striving to serve God, can have nothing 
to fear ; for whether he is in health or sickness, 
whether rich or poor, he knows ** the Lord is 
his refuge, and God is the strength of his con- 
fidence." 

Resignation to the will of God is the sure 
sign of a religious mind, and a religious mind 
must be a happy one. Let it then be your 
earnest endeavour to possess such a mind, for 
which purpose you must " love and fear God, 
and keep his commandments," for this is the 
whole duty of man, the only wa^ t» ^Vsvaxsv 
happiness, and the oiAy rc\'&\Vvo^ ^'svX. ^*^ Nfe"^^ 

T 2 
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you at last to eternal glory. Thus I have 
endeavoured to explain to you, as clearly as 
possible, the duties enjoined in the Ten Com- 
mandments. 

I purpose in my next Lectures to give you 
some account of the history of our Blessed 
Saviour Jesus Christ, by whom we can alone 
obtain pardon for our sins, and become inhe- 
ritors of the kingdom of heaven. 



LECTURE Xn. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, 

I HAVE already told you that God Almighty 
is the Author and Giver of all things ; I have 
explained to you how every thing you possess 
comes from God, and I have endeavoured to 
show you how thankful you ought to be for 
the numberless blessings He is daily giving 
you. But there is yet one great instance of 
God's mercy, which far exceeds all other 
proofs of his divine love to mankind, which 
we ought ever to bear in mind, and for which 
we can never be sufficiently thankful : I mean 
God's infinite mercy and love in the redemp^ 
tion of the world by our Lord Je^\k'& CVvtv&i, 
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That you may the better understand this 
subject, I will first begin by telling you how 
sin and death came into the world, and after- 
wards what God has done towards saving 
sinners through his only Son, our Lord and 
Saviour. All this is written in that sacred 
Book called the Bible. The Bible is divided 
into two parts, the " Old Testament" and the 
"New Testament." The "Old Testament" 
was written by the Prophets and holy men, 
who were expressly chosen by God to make 
known his will to mankind. Among these 
holy men Moses was one, highly favoured by 
God, who commanded him to write a great 
deal for the instruction of succeeding genera^ 
tions ; for which purpose Moses wrote the five 
first books of the Old Testament by the express » 
command of the Almighty, who instructed him 
how he was to write, and what he was to 
write. God made known to him what had 
happened before his life, and what would 
happen after his death ; thus Moses was able 
to write an account of the world from the 
time that it was first created. In the first 
chapters of the Bible Moses gives a beautiful 
account of the creation o£ \5cve yjoA^% ^^\s^^ 
us that "God created l\\e \v^«n«v «sv^ "^"^ 
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earth." The whole world, and every thing 
therein, was made by God ; last of all He 
made man. To man He gave power over all 
things ; He created him innocent, and happy, 
placed him in the beautiful garden of Eden, 
called Paradise, and finally He gave him a 
partner to be his wife, and to share his happi- 
ness. God called the man Adam, and the 
woman Eve. To Adam and Eve God gave 
all things ; He gave them leave to eat of every 
thing in the garden, one tree only He desired 
them not to touch, saying, '* In the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.** To us 
it appears very easy for Adam and Eve to have 
obeyed so simple a command, yet we are in- 
formed by Scripture that Eve suffered herself 
^ to be tempted by the devil, who, assuming the 
shape of a serpent, persuaded her, by his 
artful and wicked speeches, to taste of the 
forbidden fruit, " She took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her 
husband, and he did eat.** Thus did Adam 
and Eve both yield to the temptations o^ 
the devil, and break their great Creator 
solemn command. No sooner had our fi 
parents tasted of the forbidden fruit, th 
f^ ve sensible of their guWt, aiv^ ^ 
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to liide themselves from their Maker's pre- 
sence ; but the all-just God, who knoweth 
and seeth all things, soon called them to account 
for their disobedience, drove them for ever out 
of Paradise, and made them subject to misery 
in this world, and to death, the consequence 
of sin. 

We read in the Bible that after Adam and 
Eve were driven out of Paradise, they had 
many children and grandchildren, who, imbib- 
ing the nature of their parents, were all more 
or less prone to sin. God Almighty, ever 
merciful to his fallen creatures, at all times 
offered comfort and protection to those who 
sought to do his will, and punished those who 
persisted in sin. He sent a deluge to destroy 
the wicked, but preserved the only righteous 
family, when the rest of the world was 
drowned ; yet, notwithstanding this terrible 
example of Almighty wrath, men, in process 
of time, became so wicked, that their heavenly 
Father, according to his divine justice, must 
have condemned them ^11 to utter destruction. 
It was impossible for an all-perfect and just 
God not to have hated vice ; yet, had He 
punished mankind as vVv^^ d^^^\N^\^'^^^^^^ 
jbave perished, for tV\e Yj\\o\e >NotV^ ^-^^s* sgS^> 
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and. therefore deserved everlasting punishment ; 
yet God, ever just, hut also ever merciful, was 
willing to save sinners. He was willing to 
extend his divine mercy as far as possible 
according to his divine justice. For this 
purpose our great Maker, in a most wonderful 
way, procured means whereby He might, at 
the same time, satisfy his justice and secure 
pardon for sinful man. This wonderful me- 
thod was even to send his only Son into the 
world to instruct sinners in their duty, and 
to die for their sins. " God so loved the 
world that He sent his only-begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." This we learn 
from the Gospel or New Testament, wherein 
is written a simple but beautiful history of our 
Saviour's birth, life, death, and resurrection. 

Jesus Christ is called our Saviour and Re- 
deemer, because He saved us from the punish- 
ment due to our sins, and redeemed us from 
sin and the devil ; He is our Mediator with 
God his Father, as He intercedes for us, begs 
God to pardon our sins for his sake, and 
willingly came down from heaven to save 
mankind. Many years before CKtUt eame 
j'/Jto the world his appearance was feteuA^ Vj 
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Prophets; men who, as I have already told 
you, were able by the will of God not only to 
relate things that had happened, but to foretel 
things that were to happen : these Prophets at 
different times gave notice to the world that 
Christ should come and should atone for the 
sin of man ; yet such was the wickedness of 
many men, that they rejected their Saviour, 
their Redeemer, even the Son of God. The 
Jews in particular, a nation whom Christ was 
most desirous to save, refused to own Him as 
the Christ, the promised Redeemer, by whom 
they were to obtain salvation. They had long 
expected the Saviour of the world ; but they 
were a proud and haughty people, and there- 
fore refused to acknowledge any Saviour but 
one who should come into the world with all 
the pomp and splendour of a great prince ; 
thus they rejected Christ, because He thought 
fit to come into the world poor, and in a low 
station. The Jews were also enraged at 
Christ's openly reproving them for their 
wicked practices; and, finally, their proud 
hearts were hurt to find that other nations 
were to share with themselves the benefits of 
our Saviour's life and death. Thus we read 
in the -Gospel that, t\\ow^ xi\«k^ ^^^^^^^'^^ 
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converted, and became Christians, yet that our 
Saviour, during his stay in this world, was 
continually exposed to the insults and ingrati- 
tude of a wicked people, who not only refused 
to acknowledge Him as their Saviour, but at 
length condemned Him to suffer as a male- 
factor a most cruel and shameful death, even 
the death of the cross. Before our Lord came 
into the world He knew full well what He was 
to suffer, but He willingly offered Himself as 
a sacrifice for the sins of mankind, that all 
who believe in Him and keep his command- 
ments might be saved. The whole account of 
these wonderful transactions is faithfully writ- 
ten in the New Testament, which part of the 
Bible you should particularly attend to ; in- 
deed, every Christian should make it a rule to 
become acquainted with the Gospel of Christ. 
Those who cannot read themselves should 
request some kind neighbour to read it to 
them ; for I am sure the more you study the 
character of our Lord Jesus Christ, the more 
you will respectfully admire it, and I trust the 
more you will strive to obtain that pardon anc* 
salvation which He has promised, and procure 
by his death, to all penitent sinners. 
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LECTUEE XIII. 

JesuB Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

(continuation.) 

I SHALL now proceed to give you a short 
account of what is written in the New Testa- 
ment relating to our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
During our Saviour's abode in this world He 
made choice of twelve men to be his constant 
companions. To these men, who are called 
his Apostles, He taught all the duties of the 
Christian religion, and He gave them power to 
instruct others fully in their duty to God and 
man; two of these Apostles, Matthew and 
John, in conjunction with Mark and Luke, 
wrote the four Gospels, wherein is contained a 
correct history of what our Saviour did, and 
what He suffered for us. It is these Gospels 
that I am anxious you should read or hear 
read constantly, and it is from these holy 
Gospels that I have taken the following little 
liistory of our Saviour's life and death* 

A great many years ago, when God judged 
it the proper time to fulfil his gracious pro- 
mises to mankind, an angel was sent to a 
certain priest named Zia.c\\a\:\^.'&, Xa *\c&3t«\ Nscssw 
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that he and Elisabeth his wife were chosen by 
God to be the parents of a wonderful person, 
who should be the forerunner of Jesus, the 
Son of God. Soon after, this wonderful person 
was accordingly born ; he was called John the 
Baptist, and led a very quiet religious life, 
until the time arrived when he was to prepare 
the people for the appearing of their Saviour, 
at which time he boldly and clearly explained 
to them that he was not the Christ whom they 
were to expect, but that he was a prophet 
chosen by God to announce to the world the 
approach of the Messiah, the Saviour of man- 
kind. We read in the Gospel that the birth 
of Jesus Christ happened very soon after that 
of John the Baptist ; for, some months after 
the Angel Gabriel had appeared to Zacharias, 
he was sent by God to announce to a virgin 
called Mary, that she should be the mother of 
the promised Messiah. The Virgin Mary 
was a woman of great virtue and modesty : she 
was engaged to be the wife of a poor carpenter 
called Joseph ; but the Angel told her that 
she was chosen by God to give birth to the 
child Jesus, in a very uncommon and wonder- 
ful manner ; that the Holy Ghost would come 
upon her, and that which shou\d be V^oxw ^C 
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her would be of the Holy Ghost. Both Mary 
and Joseph knew that all things were possible 
with God ; they therefore doubted not, but 
received with great joy and humility the 
honour done unto Mary : she is called '* the 
blessed Virgin/' because she was the mother of 
our Lord. Jesus Christ, the founder of the 
Christian religion, appeared in the most 
humble station of life^ without rank, wealth, or 
friends ; He was even born in a stable in the 
city of Bethlehem. Here it was that some 
poor shepherds, miraculously directed by an 
angel, came to offer their praises to the holy 
child Jesus. They found Him lying in a 
manger attended by Mary and Joseph ; and 
the joy of. these good shepherds was very 
great upon seeing the promised Messiah, who 
was bom to be the Saviour of the world. 
They " returned glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard and 
seen." 

All such persons as were not blinded with 
pride and prejudice, received the birth of our 
Saviour with great joy ; they believed in Him, 
they looked up to Him as their Redeemer, 
they were convinced that He alone was " the 
way, the truth, and l\\e \\fe-C' >a\x\. ^'et^ ^«^^ 
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Others who obstinately refused to own The 
Christ, and who were determined to disregard 
the many proofs they had, that He was bom to 
be the Saviour of the world. Thus we read in 
the Gospel that a very wicked king called 
Herod, hearing that tlie promised Messiah was 
born, and that many persons declared Him to 
be " the King of the Jews," became filled with 
suspicions and jealous feelings, and he deter- 
mined, if possible, to destroy the young child : 
for this purpose Herod desired some wise men, 
who were seeking for the child, to come and 
tell him when they had found Him. Now 
these wise men were ignorant of Herod's 
wicked designs ; they had undertaken a long 
journey from a distant country, in hopes of 
seeing the child Jesus ; they had brought valu-> 
able gifts to offer Him as tokens of their great 
respect. It pleased God to direct these wise 
men by a star to the spot where Jesus was ; 
when they had found Him, they ** rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy, and they fell down 
and worshipped Him :" afterwards, '* being 
warned of God in a dream, that they should 
not return to Herod, they departed into their 
own country another vyay." God Almighty, 
knowing bow wickedly Heicod Y7a& ^e^kin^ to 
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kill his holy child Jesus, sent an angel to 
Joseph and Mary, desiring them to flee into 
another country: but the tyrant Herod, still 
anxious to execute his bloody design, cruelly 
ordered that every child in Bethlehem under 
two years of age should be put to death. This 
wicked king hoped that Jesus Christ might be 
among the number of the many little innocent 
babes he thus murdered; but the eternal 
Father not only preserved his beloved Son's 
life, but He shortly after justly punished the 
cruel Herod, by causing him to die in great 
agonies, of a strange and dreadful distemper. 
Afler Herod's death Joseph and Mary, by 
God's command, returned into their own 
country, and dwelt in a village called Naza- 
reth ; here Jesus was brought up under the 
care of his mother and of Joseph, while his 
heavenly Father tenderly watched over Him. 
The Gospel says that ''Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 
and man;" the meaning of which is, that as 
Jesus advanced in age. He improved in religious 
knowledge. He became gradually more and 
more perfect; as ma% He performed every 
earthly duty ; as the Son of God, He partook 
of the divine nature, and aeV^d Va. ^n^x^ ^\w^ 
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according to the divine will of his heavenly 
Father: thus, He increased in every virtue, 
and in all knowledge, thereby perfecting Him- 
self for the great and merciful work He had 
undertaken, namely, the redemption of the 
world, and the salvation of sinners. 



LECTURE XIV. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

(continuation.) 

When our Lord Jesus Christ had lived about 
thirty years in this world. He knew it was the 
time appointed by God when He should begin 
the great work for which He had come into 
the world. For this purpose He left his quiet 
home at Nazareth, and came to John the 
Baptist, desiring to be baptized of him. John, 
struck with awe at the sacred Person before 
him, at first declined complying with our 
Lord's request, thinking it would be too great 
presumption in him to baptize one who was so 
much his superior, and whom he knew to be 
even the Son of God ; but when Jesus told 
him that it was right he should do so, then 
John baptized Him ; at whicVi uxcve 3e%u« saw 



HISTORY OF OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR. 65 

the heavens open, and the Spirit of God 
descend upon Him, and He heard a voice 
from heaven saying, '* This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased." After Jesus had 
been thus baptized, and thus solemnly owned 
by his heavenly Father, He retired into a 
wilderness away from all the world. Here 
He remained forty days, no doubt preparing 
Himself, by prayer and meditation, to undergo, 
with sufficient strength of mind, all He was to 
suffer for the redemption of mankind. While 
Jesus was in the wilderness, the devil, knowing 
Him to be alone, and also knowing that, though 
the Son of God, He possessed human feelings, 
determined, if possible, to ruin mankind, by 
enticing Jesus Christ, the Saviour of mankind, 
to sin. The devil knew it was by his artful 
speeches that our first parents had been tempted 
to sin ; he knew that Adam and Eve had, by 
sinning themselves, brought sin and misery 
into the world ; but he also knew that the all- 
merciful God had sent his only Son Jesus 
Christ to offer salvation to all repentant sinners 
by his glorious life and death : thus the devil 
hoped to be able to frustrate God*s merciful 
intentions by enticing our Saviour to sin, and 
thereby deprive Him ot V5^^ SaNO>Kt ^"l ^^:^- 



66 COTTAGE LECTURES. 

Accordingly Satan appeared to oar Saviour in 
the wilderness, when the Eternal Father per- 
mitted his beloved Son to be tempted of the 
devil in every way that this wicked and 
malignant spirit could possibly contrive ; but 
Jesus gloriously resisted every temptation ; 
nothing could shake his steady virtue ; his 
Only wish, and firm resolution, was to do the 
will of his heavenly Father. He rejected 
with indignation every temptation of the devil, 
and finally said to him, "Get thee hence, 
Satan : for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve." The devil, finding all his wicked 
purposes and endeavours to be of no avail, 
lefl our Saviour, and behold, ''angels came 
and ministered unto him." 

After Christ's glorious victory over sin and 
the devil. He began to preach the Christian 
religion publicly unto all men. He remained 
in the world about four years after his temp* 
tation, during which time his sole employ- 
ment was ** doing good." He had full power 
to do all things for the instruction and salva- 
tion of man, and this divine power He nevet 
ceased to employ for the good of the whole 
world: He both taugYit atid ^x«k.e\A^^^ «s«r| 



HISTORY OF OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR. 67 

Christian virtue: graciously and zealously 
anxious to save sinners, He seized every 
opportunity to encourage them to virtue, and 
to dissuade them from vice ; in short, his only 
aim was to do the will of God, and to teach 
others to do so likewise ; yet, strange to say, 
there were many who insulted this divine 
pattern of righteousness, and who scorned his 
sacred instruction. The Pharisees, in parti- 
cular, a proud and crafty class, were jealous 
of the multitudes that daily flocked to our 
blessed Saviour ; they were enraged at our 
Lord's openly reproving them for their wicked 
deeds ; and they therefore made it their con- 
stant employment to insult our Saviour upon 
every occasion, blaming or ridiculing his holy 
precepts, endeavouring to blast his divine 
character, and even seeking to take away his 
life. Yet how did our merciful Saviour re- 
ceive such aggravated insults ? with unaltered 
meekness, forbearance, and humility. How 
did He return such wicked usage ? by praying 
for his enemies, and doing good to all around 
Him. In order to impress his instructions 
TT jre strongly upon the minds of his hearers. 
He taught them their duty by parables, or 
short stories adapted to the OTC.>xccsak\axyRKe» ^^ 
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capacities of those who were listening to Him. 
These divine parables are written in the 
Gospel, and cannot fail to afford much instruc- 
tion to those who read them with attention. 
There is also another part of the Gospel which 
is very beautiful, and which I particularly 
recommend all those to study who profess to 
be Christians ; I mean our Saviour's " Sermon 
on the Mount." Nothing can be plainer, yet 
nothing can be more sublime than this dis- 
course, delivered by our Saviour on a moun- 
tain to an immense multitude of people. St. 
Matthew has given this beautiful Sermon in 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of his Gospel ; 
in it you will find all the duties enjoined by 
the Christian religion. Let me then advise 
you not only to read it, but to learn it by 
heart, and let it be your constant endeavour to 
live according to the divine laws written 
therein. While our Saviour was preaching 
his Sermon on the Mount, He taught his 
hearers that excellent prayer called ^the 
Lord's Prayer," a prayer which I trust every 
good Christian fails not to repeat daily, as it 
was expressly ordered by our Saviour to be 
the prayer of all such as profess to be his 
followers. 
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I have yet to notice our Saviour's miracles, 
death, and resurrection ; but these topics shall 
form the subject of other Lectures. I wish 
you at present to reflect on what you have 
already heard ; think upon the divine cha- 
racter of Jesus Christ, think upon the reasons 
which induced Him to quit heaven and hea- 
venly bliss, for the world and worldly misery ; 
think that all this was done for us sinners, for 
the whole world. Oh ! let such thoughts 
have their proper influence upon your minds 
and lives ; humbly and piously strive to 
imitate your blessed Saviour's example, that, 
during your short abode on earth, you may so 
conduct yourselves, as to obtain hereafter the 
never-ceasing happiness promised in the Gospel 
to all those who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and who obey his laws. 



LECTURE XV. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners* 

(continuation.) 

The Bible tells us that "Jesus Christ our 
Saviour was in glory with the Father before 
the world. He was \tv xVv^ >a^^\Mccv% ^n^ 
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God, and was God : all thiDgs were made by 
Him; and without Him was not any thing 
made that was made." Such was his state 
of divine happiness and glory, yet such was 
his mercy and his compassion, that He came 
down from heaven, and did humble Himself 
even to the death of the cross for sinners, who 
had broken the law of God, and who must 
have perished for ever, had it not been for 
their Saviour's unbounded mercy, who resolved 
to die for their sakes, and thereby procure 
them pardon, and the means of salvation. 
How wonderful is the whole history of our 
redemption! While reading the life of our 
blessed Saviour, let us remember that it was 
for us He submitted to a life of constant hard- 
ship, and to a cruel and ignominious death ; 
let our hearts be filled with sorrow for our 
sins, and gratitude to our great Redeemer, 
through whose mercy we have the hope of 
obtaining everlasting happiness hereafter. 
Among the many proofs written in the Gospel 
of the divine nature of Christ, his miracles 
were so striking that they constantly compelled 
even his bitterest enemies to confess that He 
was '* indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. " 
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We read Id the Gospel that, at one time, 
even those who were assembled to put our 
Saviour to scorn, became so struck with one of 
his divine miracles, that, in spite of their wicked 
intentions, ** they were all amazed, they glori- 
fied God, and were filled with fear, saying. We 
have seen strange things to day." To perform 
a miracle is to do some wonderful deed above 
human power, and beyond the course of nature, 
and only to be effected through the assistance 
of divine aid: thus we read in the Bible, 
before the birth of Christ, of many miracles 
which it pleased the Almighty to enable his 
Prophets to perform at different times, and for 
different purposes. Our Saviour's miracles 
were very numerous; many of them are 
related in the Gospel, all of them were per- 
formed for the good of mankind. God Al- 
mighty gave his beloved Son full power to 
work miracles, and this divine power was 
employed by our blessed Saviour in. doing 
good to all around Him. *' He made the 
dumb to speak, the deaf to hear, and the blind 
to see;" twice He fed thousands of persons 
with a few loaves of bread ; at another time 
He was in a ship with his disciples when a 
violent storm arose, and tbe ^Vv\^ ^^f^^isx^^ "^Si 
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if she would sink, but Jesus ** said unto the 
sea, Peace, be still : and the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm.** His humanity and 
tenderness of heart were equally shown to his 
friends and enemies ; He went about the cities 
and villages, healing the sick, comforting the 
afflicted, reproving the wicked, and encourag- 
ing the penitent. So great was our Lord's 
miraculous power, that at his word the dead 
were even restored to life; several instances 
of this are mentioned in the Gospels, one of 
which appears to me so beautiful and affect- 
ing, that I cannot resist calling your particular 
attention to it. 

The account of this great miracle wrought 
by our blessed Saviour, is written in the 11th 
chapter of St. John : from it we learn that 
Christ was able to raise one to life who had 
been laid dead in his grave four days. Two 
sisters, called Mary and Martha, had a brother 
named Lazarus, whom they loved tenderly ; 
it pleased the Almighty to visit this dear 
relative with a severe illness, of which he died. 
Though our Saviour was at that time many 
miles from Bethany, where this afflicted family 
lived, yet He knew perfectly all that had 
passed; He also knew that Lazarus and hit 
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sisters had led good and virtuous lives. Our 
Lord told his disciples that Lazarus was 
dead, but that nevertheless He intended going 
to Bethany : upon his arrival there He found 
indeed that Lazarus had been laid in his grave 
four days. With his usual benevolence our 
Lord spoke comfort to the afflicted sisters, 
and assured them that their brother should 
rise again ; He then repaired to the grave, 
followed by a multitude of persons who had 
been attracted thither from different motives. 
Jesus loved Lazarus, and the sight of so 
many friends and relatives bewailing their loss, 
excited his tender pity; He kindly shared 
their sorrow, and ** wept." Our Saviour, in 
order more strongly to convince the specta- 
tors of his divine power, caused the stone to 
be removed from the grave, and thus exposed 
the corpse to full view; afterwards, having 
first addressed a few words to his heavenly 
Father, *' He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 
come forth :" immediately he that was dead 
came forth bound hand and foot with grave- 
clothes. Surely this wonderful miracle was 
alone sufficient to prove that Christ was truly 
the Son of God, the promised Messiah ; 
indeed many of the Jev?8 >aec'dwvfe Q5SKsfvwL^^* 

1^ 
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and believed on Him, but still there were 
others who were resolved to harden their 
hearts against all proof, however plain, of his 
divinity. The great works and exemplary 
life of our Saviour only served to increase 
their jealousy and malice, and at length they 
became so hardened in vice that they resolved, 
in defiance of every rule of justice and equity, 
to put their Saviour to death. 

In one of my former Lectures I told you 
that Christ had made choice of many disciples: 
twelve of these are called his Apostles, who 
were his constant companions during his 
abode on earth; most of them were poor igno- 
rant fishermen, yet, to these men He displayed 
the greatest regard and affection, patiently 
teaching them and enlightening their minds. 
With what prudence, sweetness, yet firmness 
were all our Lord's instructions given ! instruc 
tions which we ought to study with unwearie 
attention. ** Be kindly affectioned one U 
wards another in brotherly love. Let 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clar 
and evil speaking be put away from yo' 
all malice. Be ye kind one to another, 
hearted, forgiving one another. Lov 
enewjff^ f do good to them t\\at \\«A 
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bless them that curse you : pray for them who 
despitefully use you. Be ready to give of 
what you have : if much, give much ; if little, 
give what you can of that little. Whatever 
you would that men should do unto you, do 
ye even so unto them.'* Such were the divine 
precepts that our Saviour taught his beloved 
disciples, and they are written in the Gospel 
for our instruction. Among the many excel- 
lent examples set us by our blessed Saviour, 
allow me to recommend this one to your 
serious attention : that it was our Lord's con- 
stant practice to attend public worship on 
Sabbath days, and also that He often retired 
to pray in secret to God his Father. Now 
surely if Jesus Christ, though a perfect pattern 
of every virtue, thought it proper to perform 
this duty constantly, how much more ought 
we, as sinners, to offer up our daily praises 
and prayers, both in public and private, to the 
great Author of our being, to our God, and 
our Saviour. Since then Christ, by his hea- 
venly precepts, has taught us what we ought 
to do, and since by his example He has 
taught us what we ought to be, let us carefully 
strive to follow his blessed steps, being 
assured, by our LotA Himself, ^"a^. "^osft. ^^^^s^ 
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** hear the Word of God, and keep it,** will be 
blessed for ever. 



LECTURE XVI. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, 

(continuation.) 

Our Saviour*s enemies having resolved to put 
Him to death, they assembled together, in 
order to consult how they might best be able to 
effect their wicked purpose. These malicious 
Jews knew it would be impossible to bring any 
just accusation against our Lord, and they were 
afraid of seizing Him openly, as they feared the 
people, many of whom believed on Him : it 
was therefore resolved by the Chief Priests 
and Scribes to watch an opportunity to take 
Jesus by craft. In the mean time our blessed 
Saviour was fully aware of all these wicked 
preparations to put Him to death ; yet, un- 
mindful of the sufferings He was shortly to 
undergo, his only anxiety was to finish with 
glory the great work He had begun. He 
knew that through Him alone sinners could 
obtain that pardon which they so much needed ; 
and therefore^ He of his infiimte xaexc^ revived. 
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to endure the extremity of suffering for their 
sakes. Two days before Christ was to suffer, 
He went to the city of Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover with his twelve Apostles : this 
was a religious feast, ordered by God many 
years before the Birth of Christ : but while 
Jesus was eating the Passover with his Apostles, 
He took bread and wine and blessed it, and 
giving it to them. He said, ** This do in re- 
membrance of me." 

This holy Sacrament was constantly received 
after his death by all Christians, as a proof 
of their faith, and gratitude to Him, and as a 
token of their ever remembering his won- 
derful mercy to them. The account of our 
Lord's instituting this holy Sacrament is faith- 
fully related in the Gospel, and written by 
those very Apostles who were the first receivers 
of it. Jesus continued to instruct his disciples 
unto the last hour, and He not only taught 
them with unwearied patience, but He also 
gave them power to instruct others after his 
death. Our Saviour now explained to the 
Twelve more fully all He was shortly to suffer 
for them, and for the whole world ; He told 
them that He should soon be put to a cruel 
death, but that in ihtee iia^^ ^^ ^^>^^ x>sfc 
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from the grave, and ascend to heaven. The 
idea of losing their beloved Master, and above 
all, the thoughts of the dreadful sufferings He 
was to undergo, filled the hearts of these holy 
men with deep sorrow ; but our blessed Lord 
condescended to soothe and console them in the 
tenderest manner. He told them that although 
He was soon going to leave diis world, yet, 
that He would still continue to watch over 
them, and that He would never forsake them. 
He charged them strongly to love one another, 
and to keep the commandments, saying, ** He 
that hath my commandments and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me ; and he that loveth me, 
shall be loved of my Father." — "Let not 
your hearts be troubled: I go to prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself, that where I am there ye may 
be also." Thus did our blessed Redeemer 
kindly soothe and encourage his Apostles; 
yet, strange to say, one of the Twelve proved 
a traitor to his divine Master. This wretched 
man was called Judas Iscariot ; prompted by 
wicked and covetous feelings, he had promised 
to betray his Master for a sum of money. 

Just before Jesus was betrayed He retired 
to pray with three of his disc\i[|\e^\ii \>cv^^«x^'«a. 
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of Gethsemane. His soul became exceedingly 
troubled even unto death, and He withdrew, 
knelt down, and prayed, saying, " Father, if 
Thou be willing, remove this cup from me : 
nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done.*' 
In these words did our Saviour beautifully 
express his perfect submission to the will of 
Grod, who received his prayer with divine ap- 
probation, sending an angel to comfort and 
support Him, " who appeared unto Him from 
heaven strengthening Him." Soon afterwards 
Judas advanced with a great multitude of 
soldiers ; he had told them to seize that man 
whom he should kiss : accordingly, he came 
up to Jesus, and said, " Hail, Master, and 
kissed Him." Jesus saw Himself thus be- 
trayed by one of his own disciples, yet his 
only reproof was this, " Betrayest thou the 
Son of man with a kiss ?" He bore with the 
same calmness and serenity of mind all the 
insults with which He was afterwards loaded 
by his cruel persecutors. The Jews, having 
bound Jesus as a prisoner, brought Him before 
the Jewish Council : here He was judged by 
his bitterest enemies, who treated Him with 
every indignity, and finally declared Him to 
he guilty of death. Mvex o\xx X^w^V'^iSi^Jsfc'sssN. 
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thus unjustly and shamefully condemned to 
die, the Jews took Him to Pontius Pilate, the 
governor. 

It was Pilate's office as governor, to give 
orders for the execution of criminals ; and the 
Jews had delivered Jesus to him as a male- 
factor. But Pilate was so struck with the in- 
nocence and dignity of our Saviour, that he felt 
very unwilling to put Him to death ; he 
questioned his divine Prisoner, then left Him, 
and then returned to Him again, wavering and 
doubting what to do. The more Pilate ex- 
amined our Lord, the more he became con- 
vinced that by consenting to his death, he should 
be guilty of a very unjust act, yet he was afraid 
of the Jews, who grew enraged at the very 
idea of their Prisoner escaping. For some 
time Pilate strove to soften the hearts of these 
wicked Jews; he told them plainly, that be 
could find no fault in Jesus, and therefore that 
He ought to be released ; but these words^ 
instead of moving their compassion, only in* 
creased their fierce desire to put Him to deatfai 
and with loud voices they all cried, "Away 
with Him, away with Him, crucify Him^ 
crucify Him." Pilate was at length weak 
enough to yield to the clamoui o^ 3l y^viVse^ 
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multitude ; he delivered Jesus unto them to be 
crucified ; but at the same time he warned 
them that as he did not willingly consent to the 
death of Jesus, they, and not he, would have 
to answer for the consequences. How dread- 
ful was their reply to this caution I '* His 
blood be on us, and on our children." The 
constant miseries that have ever since befallen 
the Jewish nation fully prove the justice and 
power of God in punishing such daring 
offenders. 

The death Jesus was condemned to suffer 
was of a most dreadful and degrading kind ; it 
was a species of punishment only inflicted upon 
the vilest malefactors. The body was stretched 
upon a cross, the hands and feet were nailed to 
this cross, which was raised up from the earth : 
in this state the unhappy Sufferer remained 
bleeding for several hours. Yet such was the 
punishment inflicted on our Saviour by a 
wicked and impious people ; and as if not sa- 
tisfied with the dreadful agonies of the cross, 
to those they added insults and mockeries of 
the grossest kind ; even while our blessed Re- 
deemer hung bleeding on the cross, they seemed 
to glory in his sufferings, doing their utmost to 
-prolong them. Yet obaeiN^ >lsvfe <i««>^^>^ ^ 
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this holy Sufferer during all these severe trials ! 
A divine pattern of meekness and forbearance, 
He uttered not a single complaint ; He spoke 
comfort to his weeping friends, and pitied his 
enemies ; indeed, at the very moment when 
they were using every endeavour to add to his 
torments, ever merciful and foi^iving, our Sa- 
viour exclaimed with his dying breath : " Fa- 
ther, forgive them ; for they know not what 
they do." 

Among the sorrowful spectators of our 
Lord's sufferings was the blessed Virgin (his 
mother) ; Jesus beheld her distress, and with 
filial tenderness recommended her to the care 
of his beloved Apostle John ; who " from that 
hour took her unto his own house." 6ur Sa- 
viour remained on the cross for several hours, 
when, feeling that He had done every thing for 
the salvation of mankind, He said, " Father, 
into Thy hands I commend My spirit," ** and 
He bowed his head, and gave up the ghost." 
Thus Christ, the Son of God, the promised 
Messiah, offered up his life for the sins of the 
world. 

O, Almighty God, Eternal Father, how in- 
finite is Thy wisdom and power ! how wonder- 
ful is Thy goodness to mauVdtv^X 'Y>k^ \>m^ 
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tice required our utter perdition, yet Thy 
mercy contrived a way for our salvation, a 
way suited to Thy greatness and our necessity. 
O, merciful Saviour, who in compassion to 
human nature offeredst Thyself to be our Me- 
diator, and diedst for our sins, receive these 
our humble thanks and praises; and grant, 
O God, that through Thy divine grace we may 
become so sensible of our sins and of our Sa- 
viour's sufferings, that we may ever love Him 
who died for us, and live to his glory. Amen. 



LECTURE XVII. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, 

(continuation.) 

In the four last Lectures I have given you a 
short account of our blessed Saviour's life and 
death ; I have endeavoured to make you un- 
derstand one of the most glorious works of 
Almighty God, viz. the Redemption of man- 
kind through his only Son our Lord. I trust 
by this time you perfectly know who Jesus 
Christ is, and why He came down from hea- 
ven ; hitherto I have vixilletv o^ >kn& \s«^% ^ 



84 COTTAGE LECTURES. 

his holy life, his divine doctrine, his miracles, 
his sufferings, and his death. My last Lecture 
ended with a relation of our Saviour's dying 
agonies on the cross, and of the wonderful for- 
titude and meekness with which He bore those 
agonies; now I have to talk to you of his glo- 
rious resurrection and ascension into heaven. 
Two of his Apostles have written histories of 
his life with such strict attention to truth, that 
they have even faithfully related their own fail- 
ings: accordingly they inform us that when 
our Saviour was first seized by his enemies, 
** all his disciples forsook Him and fled ;" 
without doubt they loved our Lord sincerely, 
but in this instance fear and dread overcame 
their better feelings, and for a short time they 
were weak enough to forsake their divine 
Master. This cowardly conduct of the dis- 
ciples met with no reproaches from our Lord. 
He pitied their weakness, and forgave them in 
the kindest manner. These holy men soon 
became sensible of their fault, and afterwards 
fully proved the sincerity of their repentance 
by their steady adherence to Christ and his 
religion. 

But what became of the wicked disciple 
Judas Iscariot, who had been \>a&e exkow^Vv to 
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betray his Master for a sum of money ? The 
Grospel gives this account of him : that when 
he saw our Saviour was really condemned to 
die, whom he knew to be perfectly innocent, 
his conscience then stung him with the deepest 
remorse ; struck with horror at his own guilt, 
he went to those from whom he had received 
the reward of his perfidy, and returned it, say- 
ing, ** I have sinned in that I have betrayed 
the innocent blood." Immediately afterwards, 
instead of seeking comfort in prayer and re- 
pentance, h^ gave himself up to an agony of 
mind, and put an end to his own life. The 
sad example of this wretched sinner teaches us 
how necessary it is to repress in time all covet- 
ous desires, and it also proves to us how fatal 
will be the consequences of guilt, unless sin- 
ners seek for that pardon which can alon^be 
obtained by earnest prayer and repentance. 

The Gospel informs us, that when Jesus 
Christ expired on the cross many wonderful 
signs appeared : " And behold, the earth did 
quake, the rocks rent, and the graves were 
opened." 

The soldier who had been placed near the 
cross to see that the sentence was properly 
executed, when he had o)a%etN^^ w« \jRkX^'^ 
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heavenly conduct during his last hours of agony, 
and when he saw the wonderful events that 
happened just after his death — struck with awe 
and fear, this soldier exclaimed, ** Truly this 
was the Son of God." One of our Saviour's 
disciples, called Joseph of Arimathea, went to 
Pilate, and requested permission to have the 
dead body of our Lord given to him ; Pilate 
having granted his request, this good man pro- 
ceeded to bury the body of his divine Master 
with the utmost care and respect : he wrapped 
it in linen clothes, and then laid ^t in a new 
tomb, ** wherein was never man yet laid." 
In the mean time the chief men of the Jews 
came to Pilate, and informed him that Christ 
when alive had declared that He should rise 
again the third day, and therefore they de- 
sired that the tomb might be well secured, pre- 
tending to fear that the disciples of Christ 
would steal away the body, and persuade the 
people that He was risen from the dead. 
Pilate gave them leave to use every possiblf 
precaution to have the tomb well guardec^ 
accordingly, they sealed the stone at the mou 
of the sepulchre, and set keepers to watch 
But how vain were the precautions of t^ 
wen f Their very endeavours lo itw^^ 
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designs of the Almighty only served to add to 
the glory of our Saviour's resurrection. Christ's 
crucifixion took place on a Friday, Saturday 
was the Jews' Sabbath : early on the following 
morning (which we Christians call Sunday), 
many pious women came to our Saviour's 
tomb with the intention of paying Him the 
last tribute of their love and respect ; but how 
great was their wonder upon their arrival ! The 
stone was rolled away from the sepulchre, the 
body of our Lord was no where to be found, 
the linen clothes were still in the tomb, but 
the heavenly body was gone. This great 
mystery was soon explained to the pious wo- 
men and to the disciples by angels, who in- 
formed them that it was useless to seek for 
their divine Master in the tomb, for that He 
was indeed risen according to his promise. 

The Gospel gives a very awful account of 
our Saviour's resurrection from the grave : it 
tells us that at that time '* there was a great 
earthquake ;" that an " angel of the Lord de- 
scended from heaven, whose countenance was 
like lightning, and his raiment white as snow." 
The Gospel also informs us that the keepers 
who had been placed near the tomb to guard 
it, were so terrified al «5\ ^«^^ H^^^^\«t\>^ 

1^ 
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• » 

occurrences, that they " did shake and became a 
dead men :" afterwards, when they were suffi 
ciently recovered to move, they fled into th 
city, and related all that had happened. 

These solemn and certain proofs of ou 
Saviour's resurrection were fully confirmed b 
the Messiah Himself; for after Christ ha 
risen from the grave He remained on eart 
forty days, during which time He appeared t 
his disciples frequently : at first their mind 
were impressed with a mixture of fear and jo} 
but their heavenly Master condescended t 
allay their fears, and strengthen their faith 
He talked, ate, and drank with them, and H 
even " shewed them his hands and his side,' 
that had been pierced by his cruel enemies 
When our Saviour had thus by undeniabl 
proofs convinced his disciples that He wa 
indeed their Lord and their Master, He thei 
proceeded to explain the Scriptures thoroughl; 
to them ; He taught them " the things pertain 
ing to the kingdom of God :" He told then 
that they were to go into all the world, an< 
1 preach the Gospel to every creature ; tha 

I 

; they were to teach others what He had taugh 

them ; that, in spite of all obstacles, they were U 

show their firm faith in Himb^ «Xea.^\V^ Xj^^k^Vivw 
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the Christian religion every where ; and, finally, 
He desired them to go and baptize all those 
who were willing to become Christians, " in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost." Chnst promised his 
disciples that He would shortly send them the 
powerful assistance of his Holy Spirit, which 
would enable them to perform all his com- 
mands ; He also gave them repeated assu- 
rances of his constant protection ; and, lastly, 
He declared that He would always watch over 
tbem, " even unto the end of the world." 
When our Saviour had remained on the earth 
forty days, and when He had fully instructed 
his disciples in all they were to teach and to 
do. He then gave them his solemn blessing, 
and while He was blessing them, *' he was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven." 
This is the account which the Gospel gives of 
our Saviour's final ascension into heaven, and 
it is also the conclusion of his blessed history. 

Once more I beg you to remember that this 
history of Christ is written in the New Testa- 
ment by some of his Apostles, who were eye- 
witnesses to all they have related : thus we 
know the Gospel to be perfectly true ; we 
know that all that is ihere vjx\\X««v\\^& ^^\\as^^ 
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happened, and we may also rest assured that 
the promises and threats that are there de- 
clared shall surely come to pass. Since, then, 
it is certain that *' Jesus Christ hath abolished 
death, and brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel," let me entreat you 
to live as though you were true believers of 
Christ; read his holy Gospel constantly and 
carefully : in it you will find your whole duty 
to God and to your fellow-creatures ; from it 
you may learn how to express your gratitude 
to your Saviour and Redeemer. Christ will 
never suffer those to perish who love and trust 
in Him ; let Him then be your hope, your joy, 
your confidence, whose mercies and whose 
power are everlasting. 

There are three days in the year that ought 
to be held very sacred by all Christians, as they 
commemorate the Birth, Death, and Resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ. These three holy 
days are commonly called ** Christmas day," 
" Good Friday," and " Easter Sunday." On 
Christmas day our Saviour was born, at which 
great and joyful event we ought most assuredly 
to rejoice ; but then our rejoicings should be 
sober and pious, not loud and riotous. On 
Good Friday our Savioui buS^ie^ ^^^^ 
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the cross ; and surely this solemn day will be 
set apart by all good and devout Christians for 
prayer and repentance. On Easter Sunday 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer, rose 
from the grave, and afterwards ascended into 
heaven, where we are assured we also shall one 
day be received, if we strive to do our duty 
here on earth, for the sake of what Jesus 
Christ has done and suffered for all men. 

That you may the better understand by 
what means you can obtain eternal salvation, I 
will treat more fully on the subject in my next 
and last Lecture; and God Almighty grant 
you full power to understand and do his will, 
working in you that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
and honour for ever and ever. Amen. 



LECTURE XVIIL 



In the Bible we are desired to believe in the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By the 
Father is meant God Almighty, the Author 
and Giver of all things. By the Son is meant 
out Saviour Jeaus C\im\.\ ^sANsh'^^'^^ 
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Ghost is meant that divine Spirit whose assist- 
ance is promised in the Gospel to all sincere 
Christians. Thus these three divine Persons 
are oflen named separately, yet we are told 
that they are in fact only one God : the. 
Scriptures also inform us that this one etern^ 
and everlasting God is the Creator and Ruler 
of all things ; and that though we are unahle 
to see Him, yet that He -sees and knows all 
things, and He can do all things. These, and 
many others, are the great truths which the 
Christian religion teaches us : they are truths 
which we ought humbly to acquiesce in, but 
which are above human comprehension. The 
creation, the preservation, and the redemption 
of the world, are the works of an Almighty 
Being, whose wisdom and whose power are 
infinitely superior to any thing we can conceive, 
and therefore it is impossible for us weak 
mortals to understand them, nor is it at all 
necessary that we should do so. There are 
many things which we know to be true, and 
yet which we are utterly incapable of compre- 
hending : we know and feel we have a soul 
we know we have the power of speaking, c 
thinking; yet we are quite ignorant by wha 
weans God has so wonderfuWy fotta^ 
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again, we behold the glorious light of the sun ; 
we feel its cheering warmth ; we see the 
beautrful light of the moon, the stars: in 
short, we enjoy every gift of God in its proper 
season ; and yet we are totally unable to tell 
how the Almighty thus wonderfully and beau- 
tifully governs the whole world and every 
thing in it. In the same manner, it is impos- 
sible for us to understand the divine nature of 
God ; his goodness, his majesty, his power, 
and his glory, are all far above the comprehen- 
sions of the wisest of men. " My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord : for as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.** But here I must observe, 
that though our great Maker represses all vain 
and presumptuous inquiries, yet that He has 
certainly enabled us to understand fully all 
that is necessary for our happiness. He has 
gifted us with the knowledge of good and evil ; 
He has revealed to us in the Gospel all that 
we are to believe, and all that 'we are to 
practise ; He has offered us pardon for our 
sins upon our sincere repentance ; He has 
promised, if we ask tot \\., \ft ^^iYeX.>^V\».^xs^ 
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duty by his divine grace ; and He has even 
condescended to send his only Son to suffer in 
our stead, and to die for our sins. Such is the 
great power and mercy of God, and such is the 
unbounded goodness and infinite love of our 
great Redeemer ! I believe it to be impossible 
for any one to read the history of our Saviour 
attentively, without feeling his heart impressed 
with a mixture of wbnder, admiration, and 
gratitude. But I would have you consider 
that it is not enough to believe in Christ, and 
to feel grateful for his mercies ; you must 
prove your gratitude and firm faith in Him, by 
leading the lives of truly good Christians, by 
proving that you are indeed the servants of 
Christ. '* Greater love than this hath no man, 
that a man lay down his life for a friend." 
Yet this is what Jesus Christ has done for. you, 
and for the whole world ; take care, then, that 
your Saviour has not lived and died for you in 
vain, which certainly will be the case unless 
you lead holy and virtuous lives. It is true 
Jesus Christ came into the world to sav^ 
sinners ; it is true that by his death He h 
procured pardon and peace to all men; 
then they must be repentant sinners, not wi 
and obstinate opposers of the wVlW oi 
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Believe in Christ, and approach Him in re- 
pentance and prayer : so shall you obtain 
salvation from sin and from eternal death ; so 
will Christ consider you as his faithful ser- 
vants ; but remember that He will be no 
Saviour to you, unless you believe what He 
has commanded you to believe, and practise 
what He has commanded you to practise. 
**If ye love me, keep my commandments." 
** If thou wilt enter into life eternal, keep the 
commandments." " Blessed are they that hear 
the word of God, and keep it." These are 
the express declarations of our great Re- 
deemer : it is thus He desires us to prove our 
gratitude to Him. How amiable, how bene- 
volent, is our Saviour's conduct to his fallen 
creatures ! In return for the great blessings 
He has conferred on us. He merely requires 
that we should obey his divine laws, and 
thereby secure our eternal salvation. These 
holy laws are all written in the Gospel ; let 
me advise you to read them constantly, and 
with the greatest care and attention. " Let every 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity :" it is the only return you can make 
your great Redeemer for his wonderful mercy, 
and it is the only retuiu W^ ^€ici»\A^% 
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Before I conclude this Lecture, I wish to 
impress on your minds the necessity of ob- 
serving one of the express commands of Christ, 
which I fear is too often neglected by some, I 
mean the receiving of the holy Sacrament. 
You learn in the Church Catechism, tliat in 
order to obtain salvation, it is necessary we 
should attend to two Sacraments ordained by 
Christ, which are " Baptism " and the "Supper 
of our Lord." The first of these commands 
is strictly performed by all Christians. You 
yourselves know that almost as soon as an in* 
fant is bom its parents consider it a duty to 
have their child baptized: they bring it to 
church to be " made a member of Christ." A 
solemn promise is then made for the child, 
that it shall live the life of a Christian, that it 
shall " renounce the devil and all his works," 
and that it shall " keep God's holy will and 
commandments," all the days of its life. It is 
certainly the duty of those who make these 
promises or vows for the child, to take care 
that it lives up to them ; but it is also the duty 
of all persons who are thus christened in their 
infancy, to renew and to keep the solemn vows 
that are made at their baptism. For this pur- 
pose, when young persona axe o\(i ^i[vovi^ V^ 



CONCLUSION. 97 

understand their religion, and are resolved to 
obey the precepts it enjoins, they sliould go to 
a bishop to be confirmed, that is to say, they 
are then to confirm the promises made at their 
baptism ; they are to declare to the bishop that 
they are " bound to believe, and to do those 
things " which their godfathers and godmothers 
undertook for them, and they then receive the 
solemn prayers and blessing of the bishop. It 
is the duty of all parents to endeavour to have 
their children confirmed when they are old 
enough, and before they partake of the "Lord's 
Supper," which is the second holy Sacrament 
commanded by our Saviour to be observed by 
all Christians. In respect to these two holy 
ordinances, I must tell you that it is as much 
your duty to obey the one as the other : when 
you are baptized you are declared to be a 
Christian, and you promise to lead the life of a 
Christian ; but I would have you consider that 
you break these baptismal vows if you neglect 
to come to the " Lord's Table ;" for surely 
no good Christian will wilfully disobey one 
of the most solemn and express commands of 
Christ. 

This holy Sacrament is sometimes called the 
"Lord's Supper,** because \Xvj«a\\v%>A\\s\si.\\s^ 
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our Lord while eating his last supper with his 
Apostles : it was at that awful hour, just before 
his glorious death, that Christ commanded us 
to remember Him, and all He had done for us, 
by receiving the sacrament : " Do this in re- 
membrance of me ; for as oft as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show forth the 
Lord's death until he come." Thus, when we 
partake of this holy communion we obey the 
dying charge of our Saviour ; we show our 
firm faith in Him, we call to remembrance his 
great mercies, and we express our gratitude for 
those- mercies in the way most acceptable to 
our Redeemer : the bread and wine which is 
then solemnly and devoutly presented to us by 
the minister, is meant to represent the body 
and blood of our Lord, whose body was broken 
on the cross, and whose blood was shed for the 
sins of the world ; this bread and wine we re- 
ceive in grateful remembrance for all Christ hai 
suffered for our sakes. 

And now let me ask you, what can be mare 
beautiful, more simple, and yet more solemn, 
than this holy ceremony ; there is nothiiig- 
difficult, nothing harsh, in" the performance of 
it, on the contrary, it is both easy to do and to 
understand, and it will prove a\a&\!\t^t«is&'^ 
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to those who receive it faithfully. Yet, how 
many there are who constantly neglect this 
great means of salvation ! how many there 
are who dare to disohey the last injunction of 
our blessed Saviour! It is not my wish to 
fngbten you into the performance of this great 
duty ; my only desire is to make you sensible 
how wrongly you are acting when you refuse 
to partake of the holy Sacrament, and how 
great will be your peace and comfort, both here 
and hereafter, if you receive it worthily. I 
know many and various are the excuses which 
those make, who neglect to come to the Lord's 
Table; but I assure you no excuse will be 
received by our Saviour for disobeying this his 
solemn command : without doubt it is our 
duty to take care that we receive the Sacra- 
ment worthily, that is to say, properly pre- 
pared ; but then I must tell you, that it is in 
the power of every one to be so, and therefore 
it is a duty which we ought at all times to be 
both able and willing to perform. The very 
last sentence in the Church Catechism teaches 
you fully how you may receive the Sacrament 
worthily; read it over attentively, and then 
you will find that the preparation required of 
you is neither difficult not \otv%\ \5na tKC^jewy^ 
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tells you that before you come to the Lord' ^ 
Supper, you are to repent of your former sin^, 
you are to resolve to lead a new life, you are 
to feel a firm trust in God's mercy through 
Christ, and you are to be in charity with all 
men. Now, surely this is all very plain, and 
what every Christian ought both to do and to 
feel ; let not, therefore, any false idea of the 
preparation required ever prevent you from 
coming to the Lord's Table ; let nothing 
hinder you from performing so great a duty ; 
approach the altar with serious and devout 
minds, be really sorry for your past errors, 
and firmly determined to amend ; and then you 
can have nothing to fear, for, depend upon it, 
God will then accept your imperfect, but 
sincere endeavours, for the sake of what Jesus 
Christ has done and suffered for all men, " who 
was dead but is alive, was crucified but is risen, 
and now sitteth at the right hand df the Father/' 
in heaven. 

To conclude : our Religion teaches us that 

Jesus Christ, the great Saviour of the world, 

will one day descend firom heayen in all hia 

glory, to judge both the living and the dead. 

On that awful day, ** all nations shall be 

gathered before Him, to be judged a^<:otdSm% 
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to their deeds/' The greatest king, and the 
meanest slave, will equally be called to answer 
fi>r their conduct during their lives ; all ranks 
will then be made level, and virtue alone will 
distinguish one person from another. On that 
solemn day our great Redeemer will appear as 
an unerring Judge ; He will then pronounce 
our final doom : those who have done well, He 
will receive as his faithful servants, in heaven ; 
but those who have acted wickedly, He will 
send into everlasting punishment in hell. 

Let these solemn truths be deeply impressed 
on your minds ; be not careless of your present 
conduct, for you know not how soon you may 
be called to account : Christ Himself says of 
the great day of Judgment, that '* of that day 
and hour knoweth no man ;" consider, I be- 
seech you, how you will feel when summoned 
to appear before your heavenly and righteous 
Judge, to whom " all hearts are open, all de- 
sires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid." It is true we are all sinners before Him ; 
that our hearts are all inclined to sin ; but then, 
how soothing is the reflection, that '* Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners ;" 
that He has, by his merits and death, procured 
pardon and peace to «S\ reipe'n.lauX i«sss&x%\ 
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Christ is the Saviour of us all, and it will be 
our fault if we are not saved and happy for 
ever. To which blessed state may God of 
his infinite mercy bring us all, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Lord ; that when 
we leave this world we may be received into 
heaven, and there dwell in a state of perfect 
happiness and glory ; where, with angels and 
archangels, and all the host of heaven, we may 
laud and magnify our great Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost ; to whom be ascribed aU honour 
and glory, thanksgiving and praise, henceforth 
and for evermore. Amen^ Amen. 



The following passages are selected from the 
Bible ; in which Holy Book is contained the 
" Word of God :" his divine will to mankind. 
I should therefore wish you to read these sen* 
tences with all possible respect and attention, 
which I am sure you will not fail to do, i^ 
while you study them, you reflect from whence 
they are taken. And now I pray God Al- 
"^ighty to bless these my huvnWe eudeavouni 
Uft you in your duty. 1 caxiv^^NX'^ ^^fw?!. 
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that the contents of this little book may en- 
courage you in the perseverance of every vir- 
tue, thereby rendering your lives happier while 
in this world, and assuring you everlasting 
bliss in the world to come. 

** The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge : but fools despise wisdom and in- 
struction." — Prov. i. 7. 

" Whoso despise th the word shall be de- 
stroyed : but he that feareth the command- 
ment shall be rewarded." — Prov. xiii. 13.. 

** Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse 
it not." — Prov, viii. 33. 

" The way of a fool is right in his own eyes : 
but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise." 
— Prov, xii. 15. 

** A fool despiseth his father's instruction : 
but he that regardeth reproof is prudent." — 
Prov. XV. 5. 

" The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good." — Prov. 
XV. 3. 

'* The Lord is far from the wicked ; but He 
heareth the prayer of the righteous." — Prov. 
XV. 29. 

** A good man obtaineth favour of the Lord : 
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ckeil devices will He c 



■er not into the path of the wicked, ani 
n the way of evil men." — Prov. iv, 14 
3 H'ickeil sltall be turned into hell, ani 
eciple thai forget God.'' — Psalmix. 17 
I Flee from evil, and do the tbing that i 
uid dwell for evermore." — Psalm xxxvii 



r the Lord loveth the thii^ that i 
He forsaketh not his that be godlj 

;y are preserved for ever." — Psah 



The eyes of the Lord 
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than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.** — 
Prov. XV. 17. 

" A soft answer turneth away wrath ; but 
grievous words stir up anger.*' — Prov. xv. 1 . 

*^ A virtuous woman is a crown to her 
husband." — Prov, xii. 4. 

'^ A righteous man regardeth the life of his 
beast." — Prov. xii. 10. 

'* Blessed is he that considereth the poor 
and needy : the Lord shall deliver him in the 
time of trouble.*' — Psalm xii. 1. 

"If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread 
to eat ; and if he be thirsty, give him water to 
drink.** — Prov. xxv. 21. 

■ 

" Who can tell how oft he offendeth ? O 
cleanse thou me /rom my secret faults.*' — 
Psalm xix. 12. 

" Remember not the sins and offences of my 
youth ; but according to thy mercy think thou 
upon me, O Lord, for thy goodness.*' — Psalm 
xxv. 6. 

" The Lord is my light and my salvation ; 
whom then shall I fear : the Lord is the strength 
of my life ; of whom then shall I be afraid ?" 
— Psalm xxvii. 1 . 

" Into thy hands I commend my spirit : for 
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tbou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of 
truth." — Psalm xxxi. 6. 

'* Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them 
that fear Him : and upon them that put their 
trust in his mercy.**— P«a^ xxxiii. 17. 

" Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth 
him ; yea, and saveth him out of all his 
troubles,*' — Psalm xxxi v. 6. 

*^ In my trouble I will call upon the Lord, 
and complain unto my God.^^—rP^alm xviii. 5. 

** For thou. Lord, hast never failed them 
that seek thee.** — Psalm ix. 10. 

'* For thou art the helper of the friendless.*' 
— Psalm X. 16. 

" The Lord is full of compassion and mercy ; 
long-suffering, and of great goodness.*' — Psalm 
cm. 8. 

" He hath not dealt with us after our sins, 
nor rewarded us according to our wickednesses." 
— Psalm ciii. 10. 

** Yea, like as a father pitieth his own 
children; even so is the Lord merciful unto 
them that fear Him." — Psalm ciii. 13. 

** For thou. Lord, art good and gracious, and 
of great mercy unto all them that call upon 
tAee. " — Psalm Ixxxvi. 5. 
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** Trust ye in the Lord for ever ; for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." — 
Isaiah xxvi. 4. 

** Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, world 
without end. Amen. — Psalm xli. 13. 

" And blessed be the Name of His Majesty 
for ever ; and all the earth shall be filled 
with His Majesty. Amen, Amen.' — Psalm 
Ixxii. 19. 



THE END. 
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